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stalemate in Sri-Lanka 


(From our Special Correspondent) 


New Delhi March 18, 1988 
maia's interest and intercession 
^ into the political affairs of Sri Lanka 
^ arose out of "strategic" needs. 
There can not be serious disa- 
greement on matters of strategic 
importance. Neither can there be 
wide divergence in the rational 
choice made with specific param- 
eters. The evolution of the politi- 
cal and Tamil matters in Sri Lanka 
for the last four decades had 
brought the South-Asian scene to 
a point where India was not left 
with much choice and conse- 
quently took upon herself the res- 
olution of skein tangled ^or long. 

As usual the youthful Prime 
Minister promised scintillating 
glory to the country through a 
quick resolution of the Tamil prob- 
lem of Sri Lanka. Such promises 
stem from naive over- 
Jinplifications of complex factors, 
f*’ These factors are beginning to 
unfold themselves and we stop a 
while to take a look at them. 

Cabinet Briefed 


The foreign affairs minister of 
the Government of India sought 
to enlighten the legislature 
through statement in the house 
and eulogised the performance 
of the IPKF. The Hindustan 
Times New Delhi reports him as 
lauding LTTE, (see Inset) The 
errors testifies itself to be 
Freudian. The reality on the 
ground Is far from being a 
source of optimism. 

The IPKF took upon itself the 
task of restoration of peace in Sri 
Lanka right from the scratch and 
done well in making a bold begin- 
ning. But the envisaged target 
appears to be years ahead if we 
take the evidence from the field 
with due gravity. The IPKF landed 
when Sri Lankan government was 
not even able to hoist the country’s 
flag on the district courts building 
in Jaffna. Now after seven months 
of operation the IPKF succeeds to 
do same only partially. The LTTE 
writ runs as an undercurrent of the 
Indian presence. Active combat 
Continued on Page 4 





Is There Any Policy For Punjab? 


Last week a senior officer of the 
IPKF flew to Delhi and briefed the 
cabinet committee of the Govern- 
ment of India for full two hours. 
Though the nature of the brief is 
confidential one can understand 
the thrust of the brief as pointing 
towards an early completion of the 
task which the government and 
the security forces have set them- 
selves namely the restoration of 
peace, democracy, and normalacy 
in the island. The satisfaction of 
the Tamil aspiration is subsumed 
in their larger objective. 
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Chandigarh March 14, 1988, 
though the releass of the five high 
prieats and the forty detenus of 
Jodhpur has been generally wel- 
comed, there is no euphoria like 
the one generated by the Rajiv- 
Longowal accord. Everyone is 
sceptical about the latest move of 
the Centre. If the idea was to 
defuse the situation and pave the 
way for negotiations, it has not 
succeeded. The terrorists have not 
stopped their killing spree, despite 
the statement of the newly 
appointed Akal Takht Jathedar, 
Mr. Jasbir Singh Rode, a nephew 

of Sant Jarnail Singh Bhinderan 
wale, that they would review the 
decisions taken at the Sarbat 
Khalsa last year including the one 
describing Khalistan as the "goal 
of the Sikh community." The new 
Jathedar is against the nefarious 
activities being carried out from the 
Golen Temple like extortion of 
money and harassment of inno- 
cent persons and promised to hold 
and inquiry. 

The centre does not seem to 
have a dear-cut policy on Punjab. 
If it has, it is keeping it close to its 
chest. From the evidence so far, 
the Centre is following its old 


policy of the carrot and the stick. 
Immediately after the release of 
the priests, the government 
announced its intention of impos- 
ing emergency in Punjab (which 
means suspension of fundamental 
rights) to deal with terrorism. (By 
the time this article appears in 
print, emergency might have been 
imposed in the State). If the inten- 
tbn was to send a signal to the mil- 
itants that the government will talk 
to them only from a position of 
strength and have talks only within 
the parameters of the Constitution, 
the next few weeks will tell 
whether the message has gone 
home. The Akal Takht Chief has 
already said that they want 
"pooran azadi" (complete free- 
dom) and it was up to the Centre 
to give it either ‘outside India’ or 
'within India’. Within India is inter- 
preted to mean implementation of 
the Anandpur Sahib resolution or 
something more than that. 

Full Circle 

S o the situation in Punjab 
has come full circle and 
reminds one of that pre- 
vailing before the pre-Bluestar 
operation. Sant Bhinderanwale 


and his men were having a free 
run of the State. The government 
had to impose internal emergency 
and the Army was called out to 
flush out the terrorists from the 
Golden Temple. Thereafter, the 
Army combed the villages in 
Amritsar and other districts to 
ferret out terrorists and their sym- 
pathisers. This harsh action alie- 
nated the Sikh community. Then 
came the Rajiv-Longowal accord 
but the euphoria created by it died 
two months after when Sant Har- 
chand Singh Longowal was 
assasinated. 

Undeterred the Prime Minister, 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, revived the polit- 
ical process, ordered elections and 
Mr. Surjit Singh Barnala became 
the Chief Minister. But that exper- 
iment too failed as Mr. Barnala had 
to be dismissed in May last as 
Akali M.LA’s were allegedly help- 
ing terrorists. The President’s rule 
was imposed in the hope of curb- 
ing terrorists but the irony is that 
more persons are being killed now 
than before. 

The release of priests and 
Jodhpur detenus revived hopes i 
of re-starting of the political | 


K.S. Khosla 

process to solve the problem. 
This was not to be. A day later 
the State Assembly was dis- 
solved and now an emergency 
Is to be Imposed. So the polit- 
ical process has again been 
buried. The question is what 
next? 

Different Views 

O pposite views have been 
expressed regarding the 
release of the detenus 
and the dissolution of the State 
Assembly. One section has wel- 
comed it. It saysjit may be a small 
step but it was iong overdue. This 
section want the government to 
have talks with the miiitants within 
the framework of the Constitution. 
When ail other methods have 
failed, there is no harm in opening 
a dialogue with the miltants. 

The other group says that the 
government by reieasing the dete- 
nus has given legitimacy and 
respectibiiity to the terrorists and 
thereby not oniy weakened the 
moderate elements in the polKical 
parties, but aiso lowered the 
morale of the security forces. They 

Continued on Page 4 
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Sound and Fury 

The government is headed by someone who fears me. 
-CHANDRASWAMI, controversial godman 

There is only one area which is permanently disturbed — the Prime Minis- 
ter’s head. 

-NIRMAL CHATTERJEE, CPI(M)MP 

We have a vital stake in what is happening in Afghanistan. 

-RAJIV GANDHI, Prime Minister 

I see V.P. (Singh) as a person making an effort to become a politican. 
-SANT BUX SINGH. V.P. Singh's elder brother 

No girls can be rholested in Bengal. 

-SHANKAR DAYAL SHARMA, Vice President of India 

If you think you can beat Suzuki at its (own) game, you’re mistaken 
-Planning Commission member Abid Hussain cautioning exporters 
against trying to compete with Japan in its established markets 

I have not been derecognised as a Maharani under the Constituttor ^ 
Only the title of Maharaja has been made illegal. 

-Maharani Bibhu Devi, Congress(l) MLA, on being called a Maharani 

Goodbye to Congress (l)....For men of honour and integrity, Congress(l) 
has no place. We are not wanted anymore. They want only feudal lords 
and wily manipulators 
-Shivaji Ganesan in Sunday Mail 

I would like to see more serials made on caste and communal issues 
which divide our society...! would be quite happly to do a programme 
on the Maliana massacre. 

-Bhaskar Ghosh, director general of Doordarshan 

Someone’s computer is running round in circles trying to locate some 
talent sornewhere. Someone’s pathetic little computer. 

-ARUN SHOURIE, on the recent Cabinet reshuffle, in Indian Express 

Communal forces are making all kind of demands of him because they 
know he can be pressured. People have realised that the country is 
being run by a pilot, and he can easily be hijacked. 

-ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN, MP, on Rajiv Gandhi, quoted in Time 

I do not wish to comment on the morality of a lady wishing to comW"^ 
sati over the death of a person not wedded to her. 

-SWAMI AGNIVESH, commenting on Jayalalltha's expressed desire to commit 
sati, in Indian Express 

We must ask Buta Singhji to put away kis kripan. 

-RAJIV GANDHI in The Times of India 

My frequent adjournments and announcements caught them by sur- 
prise Otherwise, murder would have taken place in the legislature 

hall. 

-P.H. PANDIAN, Tamil Nadu assembly speaker, in The Illustrated Weekly of India 

Empty threats like income tax raids will not carry him (Rajiv) anywhere. 
He’ll regret my loss very soon. 

-SIVAJI GANESAN, after resigning from the Congress(l), in Sunday Mail 

I admit I was unable to do anything for Punjab both as Home Minister 
and as the President. I cannot describe how helpless I was in both posi- 
tions. 

-GIANI ZAIL SINGH, quoted in Newstime 

I did not go crying and have not retunred laughing. 

-ARJUN SINGH, Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister, in Indian Express 
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Who is Communal 


Internal 

Weakness is Greater Threat: 
Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora 

(from our special correspondent) 


Speaking in Lok Sabha on March 7, Mr. P. Chidemberam, Union State 
Minister for Home Affairs said that the g'ruesome killing of 34 persons 
at a religious festival in village Sahari in Hoshiarpur Distrcit on March 
3 was suffused with the spirit of heroism, compassion, and secularism 
under the most trying odds. The Minister informed the house that before 
the terrorists opened fire on the congregation, they tried to separate 
the Sikhs from the Hindus and the small numbers of Muslims. But the 
Sikhs refused point black and died with their brothers. 

Virtually every member taking part in the debate referred to the 
remarkable courage of the common Sikhs when death stared them in 
the face on that particular day. Even otherwise most of the terrorist kil- 
lings during last six months or so are of Sikhs. 

Why these Sikhs are being killed.<Obvious and well known answer 
is that they are not prepared to toe the line of a small number of des- 
^ rates. All Independent observers and press point out that violence 
m Punjab is noton communal basis. There has been no communal riots 
or boycotts. 

Yet the Shiv Sena Chief Mr. Bal Thackeray has issued a call for social 
and economic boycott of Sikhs, particularly outside Punjab. According 
to reports Punjab Shiv Sena has supported this call. A large number 
of political parties and concerned citrons have condemned this call and 
feel that Mr. Thackeray is 'only playing into the hands of terrorists' and 
creating a division between Hindus and Sikhs which is unabashed com- 
munalism. 

A section of Congressmen at individual level too has criticised Thack- 
eray for his call. But the Government neither at centre nor in Maha- 
rashtra, had said any thing. Not only Thackeray’s call is nacked 
communal but anti-national too. Why no action against him has been 
initiated? 

Answer to this has been given partly by Bal Thackeray himself. Reit- 
erating his party’s plan for boycott on March 12, he asked, 'What right 
tN|Congressmen had to criticise his non-violent step when they were 
tf^Ved in the killings of Sikhs in Delhi after the assassination of Mrs. 

' Gandhi.' Implied in this is that Shiv Sena was oniy foltowing the 
path shown by the ruling party therefore there is no question of any 
action against it. 

Thackeray, however, has now qualified his statement by saying that 
*wa are not against the Sikh community and the common Sikh will not 
be troubled.' The plan he said was for economic buycott of ‘rich Sikhs’. 

In this case the issue becomes still serious. 

Everyone knows that rich Sikhs that is those engaged in commerce 
arxi business have the greatest stake in peaceiand integration of India. 
No sane person can make them responsible for terrorism. In fact Sikhs 
all over India, more so businessmen, have always considered the state 
of theif domicile as their hdtneland. It is particularly so in Maharashtra 
where it had become a part of the state. Why then plan for buycott of 
rich Sikhs and no action by the government against such a plan? 

There can be certain explainations. One may be certain vested inter- 
ests, particularly in Bombay, may be behind this plan because of bus- 
iness rivalries and therefore a blackmail. Second, in Maharashtra it is 
well known that Shiv Sena from time to time extorts money by threat- 
ening one group or other. Third, the ruling party itself may be planning 
to use the communal card once again to fight elections which may be 
held at any th^e. It is well known that inspite of apparent opposition 
Shiv Sena do join hands, covertly, with Congress during elections. 

Whatever may be the reason, if Shiv Sena Chief felt he was doing 
something helpful for the nation or people he was befooling none but 
himself. He is either playing in the hands of terrorists or is knowingly 
keeping petty eletoral and material interests above nation’s harmony 
and integrity. 

j 

To manoeure to force Hindus elsewhere in the country to take posi- 
tions against Sikhs and whip up anti Hindu feeling in Punjab was the 
essence of terrorists strategy. While according to government’s own 
reports the Sikhs in Punjab have stood against this pressure the organ- 
isations Ike Shiv Sena outside Punjab and within Punjab are falling pray 
to this. And by not taking any action the government is showing either 
lack of will or its connivance. People of India have a right to know who 
is communal the common masses of any community or the elite at the 
helm of affairs? 


A morally and politically 
incapable government 
cannot lead this country 
towards economic prosperity and 
national integration, said Lt. Gen. 
J.S. Aurora in the Rajya Sabha. 
Gen. Aurora was speaking during 
the discussion on the president’s 
address. 

The record of government’s per- 
formance is distressingly disap- 
pointing he pointed. 

The Government is neither sin- 
cere nor capable of fulfilling the 
hopes. During the last year the 
Government has done little to 
gloat over but much to answer for. 
The nation today is more divided 
than ever before. Fissiparious ten- 
dencies have increased. The sit- 

I I 

uation in Punjab has gone from 
bad to worse. The President’s rule 
has been a disaster. Bereft of polit- 
ical suavity the Government has 
single-mindedly rantinued to use 
oppressive measures and terror to 
bontrol the law and order situation. 
It has only achieved greater bitter- 
ness and alienation. Killings have 
increased and the people have 
lost the confidence in the Govern- 
ment’s ability to rule justly or effec- 
tively or fulfil the promises made. 

The hon. Members from the 
treasury benches have alwasy 
tried to find scape-goats for the 
Government’s mishandling and 
incompetence, for their inability to 
handle vital situations effectively. 
Gen. Aurora suggested, this con- 
vinces nobody. The Ram Janam 
Bhoomi and Babri Masjid contro- 
versy remains unsolved. It is a 
wound which can burst at any 
time. The GNLF holds the hilly 
areas of West Bengal to ransom, 
and most of the small states in the 
east are disturbed and unsettled to 
a varying degree. 

There appears to be little real- 
isation that the Internal weak- 
ness Is a far greater threat to the 
security of the country than any 
threat from outside vIs-a-vIs 
rearming of Pakistan by the 
USA or the entry of foreign 
powers’ navies Into the Indian 
Ocean. Internal strength and 
solidarity Is the greatest safe- 
guard against any external 
threat. Sophisticated, modern 
weapons, though Important, 
cannot ensure security for a 
house divided. The National 
Integration Councljl has 
remained dormant and Ineffec- 
tive, as the Government has not 
taken much trouble to revive It. 

In spite of several schemes for 
eradicating poverty and controlling 
the bulging population, improving 
efficiency in agriculture and indus- 
try, the resutls achieved are not 
comensurate with the resources 
employed. Nearly 40 per cent of 
the people continue to remain 
below the poverty line. Because of 


the unbridled increase in popula- 
tion, the actual prices are on the 
increase. 

We are a poor country. Ours is 
a high cost economy, which 
makes us uncompetitive in the 
international market. In practical 
terms, very little has been done to 
improve this situation. We talk 
about moral and spiritual values, 
whereas corruption has reached 
the commanding heights in our 
Government agencies. No 
wonder, we are unable to control 
the mafias in coal-belts and smug- 
gling across our borders, both by 
land and sea. The unholy nexus 
between criminals and politicians 
has enabled several criminals to 
enter our legislatures, thereby 
lowering the prestige and per- 
formance of the elected bodies. 
He said. 

As regards social Justice, the 
lack of it has been fully exposed 
by the Government’s refusal to 
punish the guilty of the heinous 
crimes during the November 
1984 carnage In Delhi and else- 
where In India. More recently,- 
killlngs In and around Meerut 
give us another example while 
hundreds of Innocent people 
are rotting In jails without trial. 
This Is a shameful blot on the 
fair name of our country. It 
makes me laugh when the Gov- 
ernment claims to have built 
strong Institutions to guarantee 


the democratic rights of our cit- 
izens. To mention just a few, the 
Chief Ministers of the congress 
-ruled states are not elected by 
the legislators as It should be, 
but are Imposed by the Prime 
Minister or the President of the 
Congress Party from the 
Centre. Hence, there are fre- 
quent changes to satisfy pres- 
sure groups and the Inability of 
the Chief Ministers to control 
the legislators. This affects his 
administrative efficiency 
directly and Inevitably. 

The next is the office of the 
Governor which has become a 
dumping ground for the failed, inef- 
fective and inefficient Congress 
leaders. Worst still, it is being mis- 
used to create difficulties for the 
non-Congress ruled states. To top 
it all, what happened in the Rajya 
Sabha a few days ago when the 
Vice-President himself was placed 
in an unenviable position shows 
little regard or respect for the 
established institutions. To my 
mind, even the institution of the 
Cabinet has been made ineffective 
during the last three years. With 
frequent changes in people and 
portfolios, decided arbitrarily, how 
can a balanced and well- 
integrated team be built up? No 
wonder It has resulted in the lack 
of coherent and rational policy- 
making which, in turn, adversely 
affects the economic progress and 
security of the country. 


FREE DEADICTION CAMP 
INAUGRATED 


Sh. Bansi Lai Chauhan, Exec- 
utive Courrcillor (Health) Inaugur- 
ated a free deaddiction camp in 
Rana Partap Bagh, Delhi. 

Drug addiction in Youth is a ser- 
ious problem of our society. Our 
leaders were aspirant that youth 
will pay constructive part in the 
development and prosperity of the 
country but unfortunately they 
have, by misguidance adopted a 
way which leads them to the dark- 
ness. Some foreign countries are 
also trying to make weak by sup- 


plying the intoxious drugs to our 
countrymen he warned. 

Executive Councillor (Health) 
stated that Goverrjment alone 
cannot do much more unless 
voluntary and social organisation 
come forward to eradicate this evil. 
These organisations should create 
awareness among the people 
about the dangerous consequen- 
ces of use of the drugs, alcohol 
and other intoxbus medicine^. It 
is very gravioUs position that these 
drugs are being used in our edu- 
cation institutions, he added. 


Soviet media critical of Stalin 


Moscow: Soviet media, theatre 
and literature are taking a critical 
look at Josef Stalin 35 years after 
his death as Mr Mikhail S. Gorba- 
chev carefully tries to break his 
predecessor’s grip on the country. 

Stalin, who ruled the Soviet 
Union from 1924 until he died in 
,1953, remains popular among 
those who yearn for an orderly 
society forged by strict discipline. 
He was idolised by millions, even 
while he directed the execution 
and imprisonment of their friends 
and relatives in a series of purges 


Others blame him for social rep- 
ression. 

But in a November 2 speecn, 
which set the tone for much of the 
new criticism, Mr Gorbachev also 
defended Stalin’s crash industri- 
alisation programme as the only 
way to prepare the country for 
World War II. The Soviet leader 
also defended Stalin’s programme 
for collectivisation of agriculture. 
So far, no one has crossed Mr 
Gorbachev’s line tocriticise those 
policies that formed the basis of 
the Soviet system. 
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Sri-Lanka 

Continued from Page 1 


go«s on and casualities continue 
at the earlier pace. 

The Adversary 

The situation has today evolved 
to a point where the principal 
adversary of peace in Sri Lanka is 
not LTTE or other forms of Tamil 
intransigency sought to be han- 
dled by the IPKF and the Indian 
and Sri Lankan diplomacy. The 
prinipal opposition to Accord and 
peace is growing out of the Sri 
Lankan soil in the form of Janata 
Vemukti Peramuna (JVP) the so 
called Joint Headquarters of Pat- 
riotic Armed Forces (JPA) and the 
National Campaign for Punishing 
Traitors (NCPT). These formations 
are chauvinsic manifestation of the 
Sinhala majority of Sri Lanka and 
are on the verge of assuming fas- 
cists proprtions. The most glaring 
atrocity committed by these forces 
'was the brutal murder of Vijaya 
Kumrantunga on 21st February 
1988. 

Vijay was more than a person. 
He was a phenomenon and a 
creative force. He stood for a 
democratic and federal Sri 
Lanka and supported any move 
and force which could contrib- 
ute to a democratic and federal 
■at up In Sri Lanka. To all know- 
ledgeable observers of the Srl- 
Lankan scene this Is the way 
out of the present ethnic con- 
tact and warfare devastating the 
Island. Thus the death of VIJay 
Is the death of the emblem and 


soul of a sane policy In Sri 
Lanka. 

The fascistic forces in Sri Lanka 
are opposing tooth and nail the 
government of Jayawardane, the 
Indo-SriLankan accord, the 
presence of the IPKF on the Sri- 
lankan soil and last but not the 
least any idea of recondlliation 
with the non-Singhala population, 
about twenty five percent of the 
total, of the island. 

The opposition tends to assume 
military and violent forms and pro- 
poses to liquidate all adversaries 
standing in the way of proposed 
Sinhala domination in Sri Lanka. 

The emergence of fascistic 
forces In the Island have given 
new dimension to the fears of 
the minority population partic- 
ularly the Tamils. Whatever the 
pressure of the IPKF and what- 
ever the assurance of the Gov- 
ernment of India it will be 
suicidal for the tigers to be dis- 
armed and peacellke. Today we 
lay down arms and espouse 
peace, tomorrow the IPKF 
leaves, the day after we are 
massacred by the Sinhala fas- 
cists, Is the main Tamil ques- 
tion. What possible protection 
shall India offer to these 
haunted minds and threatened 
bodies Is the question which 
will tell upon our programme of 
restoring peace In the Island 
and going to hold us on for long 
long time to come. 


LTTE doing ‘gallant’ job 


Hindustan Timet Correspondent 


NEW DELHI, March 17— Mini- 
ster of State for External Affairs K. 
Natwar Singh today told Parlia- 
ment that the Indian Peace Keep- 
ing Force (IPKF) must continue its 
gallant task of preventing the 
Indo-Sri Lanka agreement from 
being disrupted. 

Makirig a statement, Mr. Singh 
Said while the channels were 
always kept open to the LTTE, it 
was not possible to make any pro- 
gress because the Tamil militants’ 
position remained ‘in-flexible’. 

"The LTTE make statements, 
which give the impression that 
thny are wfHing to lay down arms 
nd accept the Indo-Sri Lanka 
agreemsnL but when tested, these 
statements have invariably been 
found to be misleading,” Mr. Singh 


said. 

It was clear, he said the LTTE 
wished to establish their sway over 
one-third of the country by sheer 
force of arms, by the brutal exclu- 
sion of all other Tamil parties and 
without going through there demo- 
cratic political process. 

To do so was to break the 
agreement. Evidently, the LTTE’s 
statements were made for inter- 
national consumption, Mr. Singh 
said. 

In the circumstances, the Indian 
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) must 
continue its gallent task of prevent- 
ing the agreement from being dis- 
rupted. This it does with the 
minimum of force and with exem- 
plary devotion to duty” (HirKlustan 
Times, March 18.) 
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Is There Any Policy For Punjab? 


have warned the government of 
serious consequencies of bypas- 
sing the political parties, particu- 
larly the two Akali Dais and 
reaching an agreement with the 
militants. Moderate Sikhs, who 
want to live in peace in the coun- 
try, are specially disheartened at 
their being ’ignored" by the 
Centre. "Yesterday’s terrorists 
have been made today's heroes," 
they complain. 

No Clear Policy 

M ost of the Misgivings 
have arisen because the 
Centre has not come out 
with its policy clearly. If the reason 
for releasing the detenus and dis- 
solving the assembly was to start 
negotiations and involve all polit- 
ical parlies, then why dissolve the 
assembly? Again, if the idea was 
to arrive at some sort of a settle- 
ment with the militants and have 
fresh elections, then why discredit 
the Akalis and the other political 
parties in the process. The critics 
say that the government has not 
learnt its lessons from the Assam 
experience. Has the installation of 
the ’boys’ in the government in 
Assam brought peace to the 
State? 

The critics also charge the 
government with destroying 
both the Akali Dais and the 
ShromanI Gurdwara Prabhand- 
hak Committee. The two estab- 
lished Institutions which 
represent the general will of the 
Sikhs In Punjab. One result of 
this Is already evident. It has 
driven a large chunk of the Uni- 
fied Akali Dal, led by Mr. Pra- 
kash Singh Badal, towards the 


militants, camp and the fear Is. 
that the group led by Mr. Bar-' 
nala, which has lost all hope of 
coming back to power, may 
follow suit. It may unite the two 
Akali Dais, a defeat for the 
ruling party which had so far 
been trying to divide them. 

Even the rationale behind the 
dissolution of the assembly is not 
understandable. If the reason was 
to prevent the election to Rajya 
Sabha of Mr. Simranjit Singh 
Mann, former police officer under 
detention and President of the Uni- 
fied Akali Dal, it does not hold 
water. Mr. G.S. Tohra, President 
of SGPC, is a Rajya Sabha 
member and is under detention. 
Further, the President’s Rule was 
imposed in May as the police had 
complained that M.L.A.s were 
interfering in the police administra- 
tion. How come when the police 
has been given such wide powers 
of arrest without warrant and long 
detention of accused, M.L.A.s can 
interfere in the day-to-day admin- 
istration. If in Mr. Bamala’s time, 
his minister, Mr. Pretn Singh 
Chandumajra, could be arrested, 
certainly M.L.A.S could have been 
arrested now. 

Militants Reaction 

T his is so far as the |x>lttical 
process and administration 
is concerned. What about’ 
the militants reaction over the 
latest move. No one knows what 
will happen next. The militants are 
not a unified lot. There is the all 
powerful 'panthic committee’, 
headed by a known terrorist, Mr. 
Gurbachan Singh Manochal. Will 


Continued from Page 1 
he cooperate with mr. Rode. The 
experience the world over shows 
that whenever a militant group 
shows signs of going along with 
the government, another group is 
formed which adopts a more 
extremist posture. Take the case 
of Northen Ireland. The Provisional 
Irish Republic Army broke away 
from the ‘official’ IRA when it found 
the latter compromising with its 
stand. The PROVOS became 
more ruthless in their killing and 
bomb explosions. There is a 
double-edge to Mr. Rode’s assur- 
ance that he would review the 
decisions taken earlier under the 
leadership of Mr. Manochal. 


So far so good. What if this 
experiment also fails? Acharya 
Sushil Muni failed earlier. What 
guarantee is there that he will s; 
ceed now? Mr. Sunil Dutt, now:, 
film actor, who made the long 
‘padyatra’ from Bombay to the 
Golden Temple and talked to the 
‘boys’ promised to submit a report 
to the Prime Minister within two 
months. No one knows whether 
he has submitted any report. 

Again, no one knows when will 
the Prime Minister unfold his much 
talked about ‘package plan' for 
Punjab but one does know what 
will happen if the latest move also 
fails. The security forces will enter 
the Golden Temple to flush out the 
eighty odd terrorists hiding there. 
If the police could enter the Golden 
Temple during Mr. Barnala's 
regime, it can certianly do, so 
under the President’s Rule, f" '^ at 
event Punjab will be ba^ to 
square one. 
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Women Unite to fight expioitation 


P atna : For three days last 
fortnight part of the north- 
western suburb of Patna 
was converted into an island of 
feminists, with 700 of them con- 
verging there for the third all India 
conference of women called the 
Nari Mukti Sammelan. 

Unlike the two earlier occasions 
in Bombay, in 1980 and 1985, 
when the Mathura rape case and 
the Shah bano case or the Muslim 
Personal Law, respectively, were 
the focus of attention of the 
women activists, in Patna the con- 
ference sought to cover a whole 
range of issues related to whomen 
as diverse as the right of Muslim 
woman to see films to the blatant 
exploitation of women to promote 
tourism in Goa. Vioince on 
women, the right of women to 
property and particularly land, the 
problems of increaisng prostitution 
and trafficking in women and its 
health hazards, including foeticide, 
and women being made the target 
of family planning operations were 
some of the other areas discussed 
at the conference. 

Before the conference the acti- 
vists had expressed their optimisni 
about evolving a natbnal body of 
women to jointly taka up the 
issues. But partly because of the 
paucity of time and particularly 
because of "ideological differen- 
ces* the proposal had to be 
shelved for the future. The evoc- 
ative range of songs, posters, 
books and journis that were on 
display and the participation of 
ovdr 200 women’s orgnisations 
from all over the country however, 
affectively eclipsed such differen- 
ces. 

There was an overwhelming 
consensus that the Indian woman 
continued to be exploited by men, 
the patriarchal system and institu- 
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A poster depiciinji the stniniijes til w iuneii penwnis in the Philippines 


tions like the family, religion and 
above all the state, and that dis- 
crimination of women was very 
much part of the Indian reality and 
required to be resisted. A group of 
activists pleaded the case for more 
active participation of women in 
elections, particulary for bcal 
bodies as has been done in the 
zilla parishad elections in Maha- 
rashtra. The conference allowed 
dissenting voices to be raised and 
several participants wondrously 
recalled the artbulate intervention 
by rural women, who predictably 
did not Quite agree with the fron- 
tal attack launched by some 
speaker on institutions such as 
manage and the family. Although 
the organisers made commend- 
able eforts to bring the urban acti- 
vists and the rural women 
together, it was clear that they had 
miles to go before they reached a 
better understanding of each 
other’s positions. 


The "leftist women’s organisa- 
tions," according to reports, dom- 
inated the proceedings and 
several CPI(M>L) groups ware 
also represented. At the really and 
the procession that was taken out 
at the end of the conference 
members of the banned Mazdoor 
Kisan Sangram Samiti were con- 
spicuous by their presence under 
their own banner and their repre- 
sentatives addressed the massive 
rally of women at the Gandhi 
Maban as well as hipless police 
force looked on. The procession, 
in fact, was the high-point of the 
conference. 

Uttam Sengupta 
(From Telegraph) 



Press in Third Worid 


S peaking at a Seminar on 
Issues Before the Afro- 
Asian World and the Media 
Organised by ISAAS Prof J S 
Yadav Actg. Director, I.I.M.C. 
pointed out the problems the press 
was facing in the Developing 
Societies. He pointed that the 
press in Afro-Asian countries is 
underdeveloped both in reach and 
professbnalis. Compared to the 
western world inadequcies in cir- 
culation are glaring. For example 
in USA, on an average one copy 
of newspaper conies to the share 
of three person, in Afica it is for 
ninty person. Within each country 
there are marked disparities in 
newspaper circulation and hence 
readership between urban and 
rural areas, between man and 
women, and between rbh and 
poor. For instance 93 per cent of 
total sale of daily newspapers in 
India is confined to the large urban 
centres, metropolitan c'rties and 
towns with populatbn over one 
lakh whbh account for only 1 0 per 
cent of the country’s total popula- 


tion. This is so due to four mutu- 
ally reinforcing factors: (i) low 
literacy; (ii) low purchasing power; 
(iii) poor means of transporatbn 
for timely delivery of newspapers; 
and (iv) lack of relevant informa- 
tion from the stand point of the 
rural masses. 

The freedom of press 1s th.^ 
most vital yet controversial 
Issue and the western critics 
I blame many a newspapers in 
the Afro-Asian region for merely 
being government propaganda 
sheets. But the concept of 
press freedom Is relative one 
and Is dependent upon and is 
reflective of the socio-political 
conditions of the country con- 
cern. Barring the press In India 
and a few other countries where 
It remains reasonably free and 
fearless, the Afro-Asian press 
on the whole is somewhat sup- 
pressed. It still has to acquire 
the privilege and capacity to 
exercise freedom fully. 

However, despite constraints of | 


resources, technology, trained 
manpower, limited freedom, and 
low circulation the press in the 
Afro-Asian countries play an 
important role in their political 
administration and social life as its 
readership is largely among the 
decision makers and the elites 
who serve as reference graips for 
the masses. As such the press is 
an important arbiter or reality. It 
shapes in significant ways the 
opinions and outlooks of its read- 
ers. It helps in building of cordial 
as well as hostile relationships 
between the different countries 
and the people. 

Professionalism 

I n terms of professionalism, the 
press scence in the Afro-Asian 
region presents a wide range.' 
There are excellent newspapers 
which professionally can be 
among the best in the world. There 
are any number of bad newspa- 
pers as well. But on the whole the 
press in the Afro-Asian region is 
neither as bad as some western 


critics make it out to be nor as 
good as we tend to think it to be. 
There is a great scope for 
imporvement both in terms of qual- 
ity of production and contents. 

The press In developing 
countries In addition to all Its 
problems of finance, equip- 
ment, paper, staff, and the like 
face peculiar policy dlllema. On 
the one hand the press Is 
expected to serve as a watch- 
dog on government and on the 
other It Is expected to carry. 
Interpret, even propagandize 
the government development 
plans to the people, because 
the future of the nation hinges 
on success of these plans. The 
response to the policy dlllema 
varies from country to country 
and newspaper but upon this 
response depends to a substan- 
tial degree the nature and con- 
tents of coverage In the 
newspapers. 

In additions to the policy dillema, 
commercial interests seem to 
dominate the press in most Afro- 
Asian countries to the extent of 
relegating social qnd education 
fuctions of the press in the back- 
ground, if not totally ignoring them. 
It is true that in most Afro-Asian 
countries the press was at once 
the product and a stimulant of pro- 
cesses of national regeneration 
which led to their freedom from 
colonial rule and journalists func- 
tioned more as missionaries and 
social reformers than mere pro- 
fessionals. With the advent of 
independence, the former leaders 
of freedom struggle became the 
new rulers of their countries. For 
the press it marked a sea change 
in its role. The nationalist press 
during freedom movement had 
served more as ‘views-papers’ 
and looked at the leaders with 
some kind of education fully sup- 
porting and propagating their 

views, programmes and actions. 
The ‘honeymoon’ perbd between 
rulers and the press lasted for 
varying period. In India it was 
rahter a long ‘honeymoon’. This 
was natural in a way because the 
leaders, many of whom v/ere jour- 


nalists in their own right, and jour- 
nalists shared common values and 
experiences of working in close 
association as partners in freedom 
struggle. For newspapers the chal- 
lenge was two fold: from adver- 
sary to the alien rulers to take on 
the role of constructive critic of the 
national government, and to 
remain vigilent against pressures 
to curb freedom of press. But 
sooner than later relations 
estranged between rulers and 
journalists, the latter taking the role 
of more as adversaries. 

With the passage of tiam In 
post-independent era the press 
In most Afro-Asian countries 
Instead of remaining stimulant 
of education and social awak- 
ening Increasingly became 
merely source of news about 
political events and^olltlclans, 
vehicle of consumerism and 
guardian of commercial Inter- 
ests. There has bean notable 
progress towards professlonc 
Ism of the press in terms of 
skills, techniques and produc- 
tion facilities. Three cardinal 
objectives of newspapers as 
envisaged by Mahatma Gandhi 
do not seem to guide the func- 
tioning and operation of press 
In most Afro-Asian countries 
including India.' It Is time to 
reflect upon the press from the 
stand point of these objectives 
if the press Is to serve as stim- 
ulant to social awakening In 
Third World Societies. Accord- 
ing to Gandhiji the newspapers 
have three main objectives : (a) 
to understand the popular feel- 
ings and give them expersslon, 
(b) to arouse among the people 
certain desirable sentimer*'o 
and (c) to fearlessly expc 
defects In public Ilfs. GandhIJI 
was a great Journalist and his 
weeklies were probably great- 
est weeklies the world has 
known. Let us crKIcaly examine 
the press today against these 
yardsticks and suggest ways 
and means for development of 
more socially functional press 
In the context of Third World 
Societies. 
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Deepening Punjab Crisis 


T he Governor of Punjab, Mr. 
S.S. Ray analysing the sit- 
uation in Punjab has said 
that it Is not entirely a law and 
order problem, it is also emotional, 
psychological and socio- 
economic. He has also tolired all 
the districts of Punjab for asses- 
sing the situation with a view to 
finding out a solution or at least 
submitting his own assessment of 
the situation to the President of 
India. 

Since the problems Is emo- 
tional and psychological 
besides Its other aspects, It has, 
therefore, to be handled very 
tactfully by keeping the national 
Interests and the aspirations of 
the Sikhs in view. The Akall 
leaders and the Sikh Congress 
-leaders have equally and 
>quarely to be blamed for polit- 
ical bungling but the powers 
that we have to be blamed and 
reminded also that theirs’ Is no 
less contribution In bringing the 
situation to the present point 
and they must honestly accept 
this responsibility. It would 
serve no purpose to say that 
everything Is fair In love and war 
to escape from the responsibil- 
Ity. 

Confidence Forfetied 

The Government has forfeited 
the confidence of the Sikh masses 
who even dont actively participate 
in politics, first by attacking the 
Golden Temple, second, keeping 
po eyes closed and remaining 
itive during the unprecedented 
carnage of the Sikhs iri free India 
and third, by persistently refusing 
to take any action against the 
worst enemies (who are worse 
than the dreaded terrorists) of the 
law, the nation and society. There 
are certain thought provoking 
questions. 

Were not innocent men, 
women and children killed and 
burnt alive in thousands In 
Delhi? Were not women raped? 
Was not property worth millions 
and millions of rupees 
destroyed and looted? Weranot 
the Gurudwaras and the holy 
Granth desecrated? Under 
whose patronage all that went 
along? Where is the sanctity of 
RaJIV;Longowal accord? There- 
fore it is all 


Harjinder Singh Tangri 


the more desirable to restore 
the confidence of the Sikhs in 
the Government of India and the 
Constitution and the powers 
that be in Deihi. 

The terrorists can be done away 
with death but not terrorism. 
Rather tightening of security, 
intensification of police operations 
by deployment of more and more 
CRPF companies have all proved 
counter productive. President’s 
rule has not proved any better than 
Darbara of Barnals regime. The 
remedy lies somewhere else. 


any potential for having a dialogue 
with the government. With whom 
to talk and with whom not to talk 
is now the predicament of the 
government but proper solution 
must be found out here and now. 


ernment and the situation of the 
prople would be convereted into a 
firm belief. I would like to remind 
the Government and the readers 
about the one-day international 
cricket match in Sharja between 


The Assurance 


T he Sikhs must be earnestly 
assured that the govern- 
ment means to find out a 
solutbn of the Punjab problem, the 
Sikhs are in fact craving to be 
brought back to the national main- 
stream but with grace. For that 
matter an atmospheric change is 
necessary and the initiative lies in 
the hands of the Central Govern- 
ment. Let the government try by 
granting general amnesty to all, 
release Jodhpur detainees and 
rehabilitate the army deserters, to 
pave the way for bringing even the 
dreaded terrorists back to the 
national mainstream to be fol- 
lowed by other actions in an earn- 
est manner. There is very 
justification in favour of this argu- 
ment. I 

During the partition of the sub- 
continent in 1 947 how many per- 
sons were prosecuted under any 
law for the annihilation of millions 
and millions of human lieves in 
India and Pakistan? Why have 
general amnesty been claimed for 
Sri Lanka and Tamil militants by 
the Government of India? Has the 
government not come to terms 
with Laldenga and his followers 
who had been taking shelter in 
Chitagong hills in East Pakistan 
and thereafter in Bangladesh, after 
committing ghastly murders on the 
Indian soil? Why does not the 
government and the people learn 
a lessorvfrom the Assam problem, 
if the Hindus really consider the 
Sikhs their own brethren, kith and 
kin and their own country-men, 
they should support this logic 
because. 



National Problem 


Learn from History 


P unjab problem is no longer 
a problem of the Akalis. It 
is no more a Sikh problem 
but is has become the country’s 
problem. The Hindus stand more 
benefitted from the Green revolu- , 
tion and White reyolution in so far 
their trading aspects are con- 
cerned. Even othenvise Punjab 
has developed in industry and 
trade on the agro-based economy 
of the State and most of the trade 
and industry in Punjab is in the 
control of Punjabi Hindus. The 
Punjabi Hindus have their very 
roots in Punjab and by inis iime 
they must have learnt that they are 
no longer welcomed in other 
States where they are considered 
Sikhs without beard and keshas. 
They must not demand the price 
from the Sikhs for living together 
with them and shareing the glow 
of freedom for which the Sikhs 
have paid much highers price as 
compared to their numerical 
strength. 

There Is no doubt that those 
responsible for Innocent kil- 
lings do not deserve any sym- 
pathy but at the same time a big 
question mark appears. Is not 
the Central Government alone 
responsible for bringing the sit- 
uation to such a pass by elu- 
sive, causal and lukewarm 
approach In not finding the 
solution at the right moment 
since 1982 and now the central 
leaders have been trying to 
pass the buck to others? 

There was a time when the 
Central Government could talk to 
the Akali leaders. With the failure 
of Barnala government in getting 
the Rajiv-Longowal accord imple- 
mented, its subsequent dismissal 
followed by clampurforthe resto- 
ration of popular government , the 
leaders of Akali Dal (L) have fore- 
feited the confidence of the 
masses. They are roaming with a 
lost credibility and they do not 
matter much now. The akali lea- 
dership as a whole, while living in 
a divided house, and in face of the 
increasingly striking power of the 
1 Panthic Committee, does not have 


Since the problems is emotional and psycholog- 
ical besides its other aspects, it has, therefore, to 
be handled very tactfully by keeping the nationai 
Interests and the aspirations of the Sikhs in view. 
The Akali leaders and the Sikh Congress leaders 
have equally and squarely to be blamed for polit- 
ical bungling but the powers that we have to be 
blamed and reminded also that theirs’ is no less 
contribution in bringing the situation to the 
present point and they must honestly accept this 
responsibility. It would serve no purpose to say 
that everything is fair in love and war to escape 
from the responsibility. 


W e must not ignore the 
process of history and 
the message it carries; 
those who do not know history or 
just ignore it, repeat it. On the 
other hand, with the passage of 
time and with the dwindling pop- 
ularity of the Prime Minister, the 
people in the country have come 
to realise that the Government, or 
in other words the Congress(l) 
likes to thrive oh communal ten- 
sions in ail the four corners of the 
country of preserve its vote banks. 
If no initiative is taken by the Gov- 


India and Pakistan. India was 
pushed away from the threshold of 
victory by the bad bolwing of 
Chetan Sharma when Javed 
Miandad hit a sixer from the last 
deliver of the last over to resurrect 
victory from the grave for Pakistan. 
Now no chances should be taken 
of allowed for bad bowling on the 
political pitch by the government. 

If the government aibws itself to 
remain in a convalescing mood 
and in long slumber, not only will 
it be helping the situation to deter- 
iorate further, it will bring ruin to 
itself and the country. 


Letters, 


Hemkunt Saheb 


Adverting to the article on the 
subject in your issue dt. 5/1 9 Fdry 
it is emphasized that our Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji never visited the 
above named spot. Mention has 
been made about some writings in 
'Dasam Granth’. Sikh Panth has 
yet to determine as to which of the 
compositions have been written by 
X Guru himself as the Granth con- 
tains good lot of writings by other 
darbari poets and translations of 
epics. Sikh Panth has been 
engaged in fights since very incep- 
tion and could not find time and 
suitable atmosphere for givng cool 
consideration to various important 
issue including this one. 

2. Vivid picture has been painted 
about the topography of the area, 
about magnificient buildings of 
Gurdwaras and appreciation of 
their managements. It may be 
mentioned that the area was pin 
pointed by ex-havildar Modan Sing 
Ji just recently, in forties, and build- 
ing works started thereafter. He 
was never called as ’saint’. While 
recording the geographical posi- 
tion, spiritual side has been omit- 
ted in the article. All the jathas vis- 
iting this place in annual yatras 
perform kirtan, katha etc. which 
exhort the articipants for inner pur- 
ification. Probably the eminent 
writer does not want to share that 
bliss with others. 

3. It is Clearly mentioned in the 
Bachitter (strange) Natak (Drama) 


that X Guru in previous life had 
been meditating in Hem (snow) 
Kunt (Treasure) to which we Sikhs 
are immensely attached now. On 
the other hand Guru Angad Dev Ji 
and Guru Amar Dass Ji as devo- 
tees, had been visiting Mata 
Vaishno Devi (Jammu Hill) and 
Hardwar respectively every year in 
own lives. If someone suggests 
that Gursikhs must resume yatras 
to ’Mata’ and ‘Gangaji’ in the name 
of Hindu-Sikh solidarity, he will be 
surely termed as lhankhaiya’. It is 
clear that II and III Gurus had been 
visiting prior to their intiation into 
Sikhism therfore sikhs place no 
faith in both of these places. Will 
some one please enlighten as to 
how to compromise on visiting the 
new-found place? 

4. X Guru himself says ‘Ka 
bhayo jao at hit chit kar baho bidh 
sila pujai’ and 'Ka bhayo jao daoo 
lochan moond ke baith raheo bak 
dhian lagaeo, nahat phireo liyee 
saat samundran lok gayo parlok 
gawayeo....' Complete under- 
standing can be obtained from 
kabits and sawayas of X Guru. 
Alas, we sikhs don’t test our so 
called faith according to tenets of 
Guru Granth Saheb. If we study, 
we will know how mis-placed our 
new found faiths are! 

Yours etc. 

(Indar Singh Bhasin) 

Hari Gardens, 

Pathankot. 
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Emergency: An Ominous 
Move In Punjab 


G.S. Sandhu 


S apru Houe convention hall, 
the place where S'nt Har- 
chand Singh Longowal 
had shown the way out three 
years ago, was overflowing with 
concerned citizens of all creeds. 
They were anxious to participate 
in the deliberation about the future 
of the trouble torn state of Punjab. 
The divulgence of government’s 
intention to amend the constitution 
cast a long shadow over the audi- 
ence and the speakers alike. 

The ruffled concern for Punjab 
shown by the Punjabis in general 
and the Sikhs in particular wit- 
nessed the emergence of another 
powerful current. Some time ago 
the Sikh Forum had decided to 
hold a public meeting on Punjab 
to draw the attention of concerned 
citizens of the country towards the 
ever prolonging vitiation of politi- 
cal actors responsible for Punjab 
imbroglio. In the meantime a 
glimmer of hope was provided by 
the release of the priests and 40 
out of 374 Jodhpur detenues. 
Well-meaning people looked for- 
ward to more steps towards the 
accellration of a feeble process of 
reconciliation. The government of 
'India however chose to take away 
by the other hand which it 
appeared to give by the one. It 
announced its plan to amend the 
constitution of India and acquire 
powers to impose emergency in 
Punjab. Such step will spell total 
and of democracy in Punjab and 
usher In a totally arbitrary and 
authoritarian regime In the state. 
The government may be expecting 
some kind of submission by those 
whome the government deems its 
adversaries. In practice it will give 
a new impetus to confrontation 
and prolong violence In the state. 

The Constitution 

The Constitution of India pro- 
vides for emergency governance 
Of a state or the entire country. 
Inter alia it provdes: 

Art. 352.(1) If the president Is 
satisfied that a grave emergency 
exists whereby the security of 
India or of any part of the territory 


thereof is threatened, whether by 
war or external aggression or 
[armed rebellion], he may, by Pro- 
clamation, make a declaration to 
that effect [in respect of the whole 
of India or of such part of the ter- 
ritory thereof as may be specified 
in the Proclamation). 

A Proclamation of Emergency 
declaring that the security of India 
or any part of the territory thereof 
is threatened by war or by exter- 
nal aggression or by arms rebel- 
lion may be made before the 
actual occurrence of war or of any 
such aggression or rebellion, if the 
President is satisfied that there is 
imminent danger thereof. 

While a Proclamation of Emer- 
gency is in operation, then first, the 
executive power of the Union shall 
extend to the giving of directions 
to any state as to the manner in 
which the executive power thereof 
is to be exercised; and the power 
of Parliament to make laws with 
respect to any matter shall include 
power to make laws conferring 
powers and imposing duties, or 
authorising the conferring of 
powers and the imposition of 
duties, upon the Union or officers 
and authorities of the Union as 
respects that matter, notwithstand- 
ing that it is one which is not 
enumerated in the Union List: 

Thus the Union Government 
becomes all powerful and federal 
structure may be dispenssed with. 
More serious is the effect on Fun- 
damental Rights, it provides that 
"nothing in article 19 (Right to 
Freedom) shall restrict the power 
of the state to make any law or or 
to take any executive action." The 
meaning of this provision is that 
Right of Freedom stands sus- 
pended. It is further provided that 
the President may by orders 
declare that the right to move any 
court for the enforcement of spch 
of the rights conferred by the Con- 
stitution (except Article 20 and 21 ) 
shall remain suspended. This 
again means that all the Funda- 
mental Rights of citizens become 
redudant during the emergency 


rule. 


The proposed 59th Constitu- 
tional amendment seeks to 
replace the phrase 'armed rebel- 
lion’ in article 352 with phrase 
"internal disturbance". Upto 1978 
the constitution linked emergency 
with internal disturbance. Conse- 
quently the emergency declared in 
June 1976 by Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi was warranted by this 
phrase. 

The memories of the June 26, 
1976 emergency declared under 


this very clause is still fresh. In' 
1978 when the Janata Party was 
in power, this clause was 
amended and in its place the 
phrase "armed rebellion’ was 
introduced by the Constitution 
(44th Amendment) Act. Now 
"internal disturbance" is again 
sought to be introduced. 

The proposal to amend the con- 
stitution diverted the attention of 
the concerned citizens towards 
this subversion of democracy 
through the pretext of terror and 
violence in Punjab. The speakers 
unanimously emphasised the 
point that repression is not the 
solution to the problem in Punjab 
which must be dealt with politically 
and with a clear purpose of heal- 
ing the wounds and strengthen the 
process of reconciliation as 
opposed to confrontation. 


The Resolution Passed at 12th March 
Meeting 

'We the citizens of India - particularly the Punja- 
bis - learn with great concern and anxiety that the gov- 
ernment plans to amend the constitution and acquire 
powers to usher in an era of the emergency in the 
state of Punjab. This is an ominous and dangerous 
move. It will harm and damage whatever remains of 
the civil liberties. It will also accord draconian powers 
and authorities to an un-elected regime in Punjab. This 
may spill over later into rest of the country. This must 
not be allowed to be done. Public opinion must be told 
and educated regarding its dangers. " 

Sikhs Want Justice 
Not Secession 


T he Sikhs do not want to 
secede from the Union of 
India they seek a dynamic 
role in India. Prof. Darshan Singh 
Raagi articulated this Sikh point of 
view admirably. He said, the real- 
self of a people is manifested in 
their historical action. The Sikhs 
were never and could not ever 
have been secessionist. The very 
emergence of the panth of Guru 
Nanak and Guru Govind Singh 
was due to the historical necessity 
of protection of the dignity of man 
and the solidarity and strength of 
the country. The Sikk movement 
arose as an assertion of the down 
trodden Indian masses against 
their bigoted and rapacious rulers. 
The Sikh gurus showed mankind 
the path of justice, humility, frater- 
nity. They reconciled the warring 
creeds and erected a new identity 
emblematic of toleration, freedom 
and mutual trust. 


humane policies endeared them- 
selves to the entire population. 

Partition Opposed 

A t the time of the partition 
of India the Sikhs oppo- 
sed the partition plan tooth 
and nail. The high opportunism of 
the Indian National Congress 
readily agreed to the partition. 
Strangely enough the party 
responsible fo the partition of India 
points an accusing finger at the 
people who not only opposed the 


Prof Darshan Singh’s : 

Tape recording of full speech of P 
House on 12 March 1988 is avai 
3 Masjid Road, Jungpura, New I 
contact. 


Professor Darshan Singh conti- 
nued exploration of the history of 
the Sikhs in order to reveal the 
character of the Sikhs further. He 
told the house that the period of 
Sikh rule in Punjab was known for 
its policy of respect for all the reli- 
gions of the land. When the Sikhs 
ruled Punjab in the nineteenth 
century they were less than twelve 
percent of the population, yet their 


Ram JathmalanI 


partition of India but also paid me 
highest per capita price for the 
cursed partition plan. 

He toiu the audience that the 
Sikhs cast their lot with India in 
1947. They adopted India as their 
own land and spread into all parts 
ot the country. Very few other 
people have a dispersal all 
through India the way the Sikh 
community has. They deem the 
state they live in as their own and 
actively participate in the life and 
activity around. The ruling party for 
its narrow political gains maligns 
this community as secessionist. 
This must stop forthwith otherwise 
this propaganda will wreck this 
country and its hard won freedom. 

Prfoessor Darshan Singh asked 
all concerned the question why 
some men cry out Khalistan? 


Sh. Jaswani Singh MP 


He answered the question him- 
self, "The cry for Khalistan arises 
out of repressoin and opression." 
Stop tormenting the youth andset 
in motion the process of justice 
and fairplay and the word Khali- 
stan will not be heard anymore. 


Prof. Oar 
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attempt repressive measures as 
solutions to the problem of Punjab. 

Gujaral has been the leader of 
the Punjab group working in Delhi 
towards a solution of the vexed 
Punjab problem. He said, Sapru 
House auditorium has a historic 
association with the Punjab ques- 
tion. Three years ago Sant Har- 
chand Singh Longowal removed 
all doubts about the people of 
Punjab which were propogated as 
part of a grand design by the ene- 
mies of India and the Sikhs. Sant 
Longwal made it clear that the 
Sikhs as a peopie could not think 
of being hostile to the Hindus 
because they had. a stirring 
common past. They had seen the 
Sikh panth as protective wall 
around the wider community. Guru 
Tegh Bahadur sacrificed his own 
life to save the dignity and honour 
of the entire Punjabi population- 
The Muslim, the Hindus and the 
Sikhs alike. 



Gujral expected outstanding 
spokesmen of the Sikh commun- 
ity to clarify matters the way Sant 
Longowal did three years ago and 
turn a new page in the troubled 
history of the country. Gujaral 
made it absolutely clear that the 
solution to the problem related 
with Punjab is political. Repression 
will prolong the confrontation. He 
drafted the resolution which was 
adopted by the house unani- 
mously. 

Shrl Gujaral pointed out that 
the Imposition of emergency In 
Punjab will prove to be the thin 
edge of ttie wedge being driven 
to tear apart the already slender 
liberties of the people of India. 
He also made it clear that Impo- 
sition of emergency In Punjab 
alone will alienate the people of 
the state further. Such a step 
will show that the political 
system has run out of resour- 
ces to tackle the problems 
associated with Punjab. This 
will be a direct admission of the 
bankruptcy of the political mind. 
Emergency In Punjab will mark 
out Punjab as a territory which 
needs special laws and special 
enforcement of such laws. This 
will widen the gulf between 
Punjab and the rest of the coun- 
try. The move towards emer- 
gency Is Impolitic and 
disastrous. 


LL Gen. J.S. Aurora 


The Life of 
Honour 


arshan Singh delivered at Sapru 
in the office of the Sikh Forum, 
110014. Those interested may 


S hri inder Kumar Gjural nar- 
rated how the Sikh gurus 
taught people in the 
Punjab region of the Indian sub- 
continent to live honourably. They 
made the message of dignnified 
life a mission of their life. Thanks 
to the massage of the great gurus 
the people of India learned to die 
honourably in case they found it 
impossible to live honourably, this 
willingness to die cheerfully has 
become the hall-mark of the Pun- 
jabi character. 

Shri Gujral told the house of the 
designs of some foreign powers to 
exploit this part of the Punjabi 
character for their own limited and 
diversive ends, he bade the gov- 
ernment beware of such designs 
on the sovereignity and integrity of 
India. He felt that only a govern- 
ment gone mad with conceit will 


Singh 


Juatloe R. S. Narula 


The Perfidy j 

J ustice R.S. Naruia spoke 
eloquently of the perfidies of 
the government of India. 
The government he said swears 
by the plea of the constitution. 
Rest of the country also stands for 
the sanctity of the constitution. The 
government does not however 
realise that the constitution has 
been amended fifty-seven times to 
bring it nearer the people and their 
problems. If minor amendments 
could bring peace cind prosperity 
in Punjab why make the constitu- 
tion a shiboleth in the way of such 
policy. The constitution is for the 
country and its people and that 
has been the practice so far. When 
it comes to Punjab the government 
chooses to prolong the agony of 
this state and leave people and 
their security to chance events and 
a policy of drift. 

Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora, Sh. Ram 
Jathmalani, and Sh. Jaswant 
Singh, all three members of the 
Parliament of India cortpurred with. 
the view that the Punjab problem 
should be dealt with politically. All 
the citizens amenable to political 
gestures should be brought into 
the political stream. This will go a 
long way in isolating the fringe of 
committed secessionists and ter- 
rorists. They all made it clear that 
by and large the secessionist slo- 
gans are raised as to draw atten- ' 
tion to the injustice and inequity 
which is characteristic of the gov- 
ernment policy towards Punjab. 

Lt. Gen Aurora urged upon the 
government to be sincere, liberal 
and far-sighted in dealing with the 
Punjab problem, the government 
of India has not coveted itself with 
glory by going back on the Punjab 
Accord. This policy has discredited 
the ruling party in the estimates of 
the people of Punjab, the govern- 
ment must go ahead with a vig- 
orous policy of reconciliation and 
give up the designs of conducting 
a long drawn out war of attirition 
on the people of Punjab. 

Sh. Ram Jethmalani pointed out 
that ever since the government of 
India came to depend upon Ray 
and Robiero to bring peace to 
Punjab it has embarked up>on a 
self-defeating |x>licy. In the politi- 
cal history of India S.S. Ray’s 
name is assoicated with two 
ignominous experiment: one, the 



decision to humble the N^lxalites 
through fake encounters and 
second, to humble the entire 
people of India through emer- 
gency declared in June 1975. 
S.S. Ray was one of the advocates 
of emergency government by Smt. 
Indira Gandhi which spelt the 
Congress debacle of 1977. 

Sh. Jaswant Singh and Sh. 
Jetmalani advocated the accelra- 
tion of the political and the demo- 


cratic process and win over the 
people of Punjcib through con- 
structive policy. All the speakers 
oppossed the move to impose 
emergency on Punjab through the 
59th constitutional amendment. 
They adhered to the view that 
governments conquer more 
through justice than through 
oppression and the principle policy 
should, be to strenngthen of the 
democratic process rather than 
the repressive machine. 
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Frozen Relations 


S umeer and Rachna are a 
working couple. They have 
a son. To others their mar- 
ried life is all bliss, but they are 
unhappy that their standard of 
living is nowhere near their rela- 
tives’ or friends. This feeling 
haunts them always. 

Some of their relatives have 
grown rich within the span of a few 
years. Their professions don’t 
seem to amount to much, but their 
magnificent bungalows and the 
comforts therein are proof that 
they have earned lakhs. They 
have all the things which make life 
comfortable and cushy - car, bun- 
gatow, fridge, T.V. and the like. 
Whenever they visit their relatives, 
they feel small inwardly and curse 
themselves. 

'What did we gain from all this 
education?’' Many times this ques- 
tion has raised it unpleasant head 
and long discussions have fol- 
lowed. 

Sumeer says in a pacifying tone, 
’There is a difference between us 
and the business community. We, 
the intelligentsia, can’t do what 
they can. We attach more impor- 
tance to the happiness of the 
mind" 

Rachna gats irritated, ”We both 
earn, we both are educated, we 
have a small family and yet we 
can’t furnish our flat, nor can we 
give a decent look to our drawing 
room, and we can’t even buy a 
fridge.' 

On the question of the fridge 
both of them feel very strongly. 
Rachna thinks that if they can 
have a fridge, it will be conveni- 
ent for them to go out in the even- 
ings. 

The plans for the fridge have 
many times been made and 
unmade. Everytime soaring prices 
or the new budget has dis- 
couraged their enthusiasm. Or 
some new expenditure has 
cropped up. The other day, 
Rachna had gone to here cousin 
who is in the oil business. Back 
home, she said. "Have you seen 
their new fridge? It’s full size.' 

'So what? The moment the new 
budget proposals were 
announced, they reaped a profit of 
forty thousand. Fresh duties, you 
know!' Sumeer was trying to 
explain to her. 

'And we are destined only to 
suffer,' Rachnawas irritated, 'and 
being ground under the millstone. 
Every budget ushers in a higher 
price level.' 

'The more our government 
abuses the traders, the more it 
compensates them with money. 
For them all the controls trun out 
to be boons. Our D.A., a part of 
our income, is snatched away 
from us one way or the other. We 
become poorer. What a cruel 
joke!' Sumeer was angry. 


Rachna doesn’t understand all 
that Sumeer says, but today she 
had seen the full size fridge and 
she was burning within. 

To buy a fridge, once Rachna 
had eVen taken a loan from her 
provident fund but then that money 
had had to be spent on the mar- 
riage of Sumeer’s sister. She had 
planned to borrow the rest of the 
money from the bank. But the plan 
had come to nothing. 

Often Rachna had remarked, 
'Can’t we just win a lottery prize 
of a few lakhs, or cant’t some rel- 
ative leve us a legacy?' 

'In what world of fancy are you 
lost?' 

'All right, just a few thousand, so 
that we can give a new look to our 
house.' The price increse, then the 
D.A. increase and then the price 
increase again - they kept on 
adding up their incomes and cal- 
culating the expenditure, trying to 
balance their budget. And the 
evening shadows would merge 
into the night. 

Most of their colleagues had 
houses of their ownpa nice draw- 
ing room^ fridge, T.V., air- 
conditioner and such things. 

They too had dreams of their 
own home, their own aspirations 
and their envies and jealousies. 

That day Rachna was sitting 
near the dining table, slicing 
onions. Sumeer han’t yet taken his 
tea. He was reading the newspa- 
per. 

'In Lucknow, you know, where 
we lived, we had very good rela- 
tions with Rakesh’s family". She 
looked surreptitiously at Sumeer. 

"You did mention him once. He 
had proposed to you through his 
sister-in-law.’ 

Rachna laughed, "You still 
remember it? 

Sumeer felt embarrassed. 
Rachna continued, "He met me 
today, by chance. When I was 
returning from the office, I was in 
the queue at Connaught Place bus 
stop. Suddenly a car came to a 
halt before me. I felt rather fright- 
ened. But then I discovered that 
Rakesh was calling me. you did 
meet him in Lucknow, didn’t you?" 

"Yes, once but he in a hurry. 
Couldn’t talk to him much. He 
didn’t impress me, anyway." 

Sumeer had said this to tease 
Rachna. She ignored the taun 
much to the surprise of sumeer. 
Rachna gave details of her meet- 
ing Rakesh at Connaught Place. 
"Sumeer, have you ever experi- 
ence getting answers without put- 
ting questions?" 

"I don’t understnd." Sumeer kept 


the paper away. 

"I asked him, how are you? He 
said, three children. He didn’t ask 
me anything but I just blurted out 
that we had one child". 

Both of them laughed. 

Then she told him that rakesh 
had established a big soap factory, 
opened three or four branches, all 
the brothers had their own cars 
and now Rakesh had come to 
Delhi to open a new branch. 

Sumeer wanted to finish with 
the paper and Rachna wanted to 
narrate all that she had talked with 
Rakesh. 

"You seem quite pleased 
today". 

"Jealous?" 

"Yes," Sumeer dropped the 
paper and coming closer took her 
in his arms. 

"Why didn’t invite him home?" 

"He is afraid of you." She burst 
our laughing. 

"Why?" 

"I felt so. I did invite him, but he 
said, some other time." 

Sumeer’s classmate. Rani, had 
once come to stay with them for 
some days along with her hus- 
band. Sumeer and Rani had been 
classmates for four years. After- 
wards Rachna would tease 
Sumeer sometimes, "Rani thinks 
the world of you. You were quite 
good friends, it seems. Really, 
what was the extent of your friend- 
ship? Why didn’t you marry her?" 


"One can’t marry every friend. 
Rani had helped me many times. 
She was a good fried. That’s all." 

that day Sumeer and Rachna 
went to see a play. When they 
returned home in the night, they 
were very tired. Rachna went into 
the kitchen to cook food. She was 
mumbling, "All this bother! !f only 
we had a fridge, I could have pre- 
pared the food right in the morn- 
ing and kept it in it." 

Over dinner, she said, "Rakesh 
said that if we needed a fridge, we 
should let him know. He would 
arrange to send it to us direct from 
the company. Payment can be 
made later." 

"Why should he be so con- 
cerned?" Sumeer’s tone was 
harsh. 

Rachna felt a little embarrassed. 
After some hesitation, she said, 
"He knows us. He wants to help. 
He has lots of money." 

Sumeer didn’t like this. His ego 
was hurt. A bitter smile curled his 
lips. "The fool, he wants to use 
these tricks of us," he muttered to 
himself. 

"What do you think?" Rachna’s 
question broke the chain of his 
thoughts. 

He had lost his appetite. His 
throat felt sore. 

"what is he to us? Why does he 
want to spend four thousand 
rupees for us?" 



Kuldeep Bagga 

"You have misunderstood the 
whole thing. What is he to us? 
Can’t he be a friend? What is Rani 
to us? What is her husband to us? 
He wants to help us. What’s wrong 
in that? It’s just a proposal. You 
can reject it if you disapprove it." 

"Does he want to turn his black 
money into white?" He almost said 
it, but he checked himself. He 
thought it would be cruel to 
Rachna if he said this. He would 
make a mockery of their relation- 
ship, of their understanding of 
each other. He lit a cigarette and 
drew long on it. 


Rachna tried to fathom his feel- 
ings, "So you have also started, 
thinking on the usual lines anpl^ 
your pose to be modern and broad 
minded. After all, you are an Indian 
husband! Such a simple and 
straight fonward thing and feeling 
peeved unnecessarily!" 




They both shrank into their own 
shells. She busied herself in the 
kitchen and Sumeer started 
arranging the beds. Spreading the 
bed sheets he put the child in the 
middle today. Normally the child 
slept beside Rachna on the other 
side. 


At breakfast, Sumeer said, "I 
was thinking, what is he to us." 


"No more of it. Let us stop it. 

Really it is I who am mad," she 

was raging. 

But the issue hovered in the air. 
Rachna avoided the topic of the 
fridge, hesitated to talk about it lest 
Sumeer should get upset. The 
more they tried to evade the ques- 
tion, the more it reared its head. 
Sumeer always brooded on it. 
Deliberately, on one excuse or the 
other, he would refer either to the 
fridge or to Rakesh. 


In a couple of days the atmos- 
phere once again became normal. 
Both talked of their respective off- 
ices. From jokes the conversation 
would veer to the dearness allow- 
ance, and they would start adding 
up the increased D.A. and the 
evening shadows would thicken. 

In his own mind Sumeer tried to 
solve the problem. On a holiday 
Sumeer hinted to Rachna if they 
should not take help from their rel- 
atives and buy a fridge. Rachna 
liked the proposal. Sumeer wrote 
to his uncle and Rachna to her 
brother. 


They waited for the response. 
Now this was always the topic 
between them, the first to reply 
was Sumeer’s uncle. He wrote 
that his trade had been national- 
ised, so the business had virtually 
come to a standstill. He couldn’t 
give any help at the moment. For 
Sumeer it was a setback. He 
became sad. What would he tell 
Rachna now! 
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Next week the letter came from 
Rachna's brother. He had bought 
a car only last month, so he 
couldn't possible spare anything 
so soon. She started weeping. 

Both of them felt a deeper love 
towards each other. Being cut off 
frdm others, they felt united to 
each other all the more. 

Sumeer was caught In a mental 
turmoil. After all, what was the 
harm in taking Rachna’s help? He 
had become less sensitive now. 

He felt that Rachna’s eyes 
always followed him with a ques- 
tion. 

dne day Sumeer said, 'Ring up 
Rakesh and find out if his offer still 
tands. What is the harm in accept- 
ing it? For you it will be more con- 
veninet.' 

Rachna kept on protesting that 
,he question should not be raised 
now. 

Sumeer himself telephoned 
Rakesh. The fridge was delivered. 
Rachna’s task become easier. 
They went up in the esteem of 
their friends and relatives. But now 
he seemed to have become more 
sarcastic. 

'Let us have a glass of water 
from your friend’s fridge.' Every- 
day some such remark would set 
off their bickerings. One day 
Rachna quietly said, 'After all it 
was my friend who came to our 
rescue.' 


She found that Sumeer had 
gone pale. His laugh sounded 
hollow. He had become very 
touchy now. 

Sumeer looked very gloomy that 
day. 

'What’s wrong?" Rachna 
enquired. 

"Nothing. Just thinking of 
myself. Then years have passed 
and yet not promotion. With a little 
more income, the debts could 
have been cleared sooner." 

Rachna didn't say anything: just 
stared fixedly at him. 

It is eleven in the night. Sumeer 
cannot sleep. Suddenly his atten- 
tion is attracted by the humming of 
the fridge. 

This fridge has started making 
a lot of noise. That’s the trouble 
with this make." 

Lying beside him, Rachna is 
caressing his hairy chest. 

This has filled the house with 
noise all around. Send it back 
toftiorrow." 

Turning over her side Rachna 
lies still. 

The humming of the fridge fills 
the room and they are lying 
together. Rachna feels that their 
relationship lies frozen in the 
refrigerator. They are lying 
together, but neither can stretch 
arms to enflold the other in an 
embrace. 


Statement about ownership and other particulars about News- 
paper entitled The Forum Gazette. 

Form IV (See Rule 8) 


1 . Place of Publication 


2. Periodicity of Publication 

3. Printer Name 
Whether Citizen of India 
Address 


4. Publisher’s Name 

Whether Cititzen of India 
Address 


5. Editor’s Name 

Whether Citizen of India 
Address 


6. Owner 


Ekta Trust 

2/26 Sarvpriya Vihar, 
New Delhi-110016. 

Fortnightly 

A.S. Narang 
Yes 

C/o 2/26 Sarvpriya Vihar 
New Delhi-110016. 

^.S. Narang 
Yes 

C/o 2/26 Sarvpriya Vihar 
New Delhi-110016. 

Dr. Amrik Singh 
Yes 

2/26 San/priya Vihar 
New Delhi-110016. 

Ekta Tmst, 

2/26 Sarvpriya Vihar 
New Delhi. 


I, A.S. Narang, hereby declare that the particulars given above 
are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


A.S. Narang 

Dated : 1.3.1988 Signature of the Publishers. 


How well off is the 
Pubjab Farmer? - II 

Bharat Dogra 


T o clear prevailing confu- 
sion, I had a closer discus- 
sion with a young pharma- 
cist Beant Singh who works in this 
village but belongs to Ramgarh vil- 
lage of Sangrur district, located 
about 10 kms. away from here. His 
family onws 8 acres of land: No 
family member works on the field, 
all the work is done by labourers, 
including one permanent labourer 
employed at Rs. 5500 per annum 
plus food. His rough estimate was 
that tney earned Rs. 70000 from 
the sale of wheat and paddy, 
incurred total expeneses worth 
about Rs. 30000 and on the whole 
had a rough saving of Rs. 40000 
or Rs. 5000 per acre. This esti- 
mate seems to be compatible with 
the annual contract rate of land at 
Rs. 3000 per acre which prevails 
in this area. In other words the 
farmer who leases in land hopes 
to make a payment of Rs. 3000 to 
the owner and save Rs. 2000 for 
himself. 

Jaggivan Pal Singh Gill is poul- 
try farmer (he has a master’s 
degree in Geography) settle in 
Doraha town whose family owns 
30 acres of land in Doraha village 
nearby. All of this land they have 
leased out to a farming family 
living in a nearly village at the rate 
of Rs. 3300 per acre (to be 
increase^ this year to Rs. 3360 per 
acre). The family which has leased 
in this land is a middle-level farmer 
family of several brothers, and 
they have agreed to the increase 
of Rs. 60 per acre contract price 
this year. Surely they would have 
done this only if they hope to get 
a higher return than what they are 
paying out. Jaggivan Pal Gill feels 
that they will probably be able to 
pay the contract price on the basis 
of one crop, so that the next corp’s 
earnings will accrue to them. 

Developed Villages 

Does this mean that those who 
say that their earnings are lower 
are presenting a false picture? It 
must be remembered that villages 
like Doraha and Bilaspur are 
among the most agriculturally 
developed villages of this area, 
and the returns in many other vil- 
lages are likely to be lesser. 

In villages boated on the border 
of Kapurthala and Jalandhar dis- 
trbts, for example, the annual con- 
tract price is only Rs. 1500 
reflecting a lower return. But then 
we also have to cope with the fact 
that even in the more developed 
villages like Bilaspur, there are 
many farmers who complain of 
much bwer returns. Are they 
deliberately misrepresenting their 
situatbn? This may be true for a 
few people, but the more important 
fact is that even in an equally fer- 
tile setting some farmers may 


indeed be in a dismal situation. 
The reason may be poorer man- 
agement. With the rapid change in 
the nature of agricultural work, 
better management has become a 
very important factor. A relatively 
small farmer may for reasons of 
prestige buy an expensive tractor 
and a big share of the earnings go 
away in paying back the instal- 
ments, making life difficult, or else 
a farmer may over-irrigate his 
fields or he may over-modernise 
by using combine harvester, 
(mannual methods may be more 
useful as they yield substantial 
fodder). 

Farming which gives more 
returns need not be equated with 
farming that uses more and more 
of inputs like chemical fertilisers, 
pesticides, water and machinery. 
Instead it is a matter of judicious, 
carefully weighed decisons which 
can ensure cost-efficiency. A 
better treatment of labourers and 
a better relationship with labour- 
ers may prove more beneficial in 
the long run, though costing more 
in the short run. 

Farmers Labour 

There is also the question of the 
farmer’s own labour. Several 
middle level and big farmers now 
do hardly any physical work on 
their farm, they only supervise the 
work. On the other hand some 
other families may still work hard 
on fields, saving on labour costs 
and what is more important, main- 
taining a cbser link with what is 
happening on the field. 

Due to all these factors, while a 
big farmer has several advantages 
vis-a-vis a small farmer, due to 
better management and hard work 
a small farmer may yet succeed in 
getting better returns per acre. In 
fact in Bilaspur village the family 
which is supposed to be doing the 
most productive agriculture started 
with only 5 acres of land. Apart 
from leasing in a lot of land they 
have also been increasing their 
owned land holding. All family 
members are known to work very 
hard on the farm. 


Social Expenditure 

A factor which distorts a farm- 
er’s perception of well-beings is 
the heavy social expenditure. The 
expenditure on marriages and 
dowries among the jat farmers of 
Punjab has been going up rapidly. 
TVs, refrigerators, motor-cycles 
etc. are common dowry-items. 
This type of heavy social expen- 
diture can bind the farmer in debts 
from private sources on which a 
high interest has to be paid. Hence 
the ordinary farmer’s economic 
situation is disrupted, but unwilling 
to trace it to the social expenditure, 
he may trace it to lower returns 
and low price for his produce. 
Then there is the heavy expendi- 
ture on liquor which has a similar 
impact, apart from also resulting in 
several disputes etc. In a village 
like Bilaspur, our inquiries 
revealed, 95 per cent of the men 
drink and annual sales of liquor in 
this village is around Rs. 8 lakhs 
or so (for a total population of 
around 7000). Unwilling to admit 
that his economic problems arise 
in a significant part due to his reg- 
ular and plentiful consumption of 
liquor and other intoxicants, the 
farmer may easily put all the blame 
for his economic tensions on the 
’low’ return of agriculture. 

All this is not to say that farm- 
ers of Punjab do not have geniune 
problems - in fact they are in the 
middle of an agro-ecological crisis 
and face not one but several ser- 
ious problems which demand a lot 
of thinking and remedial action 
based on this. At the same time 
there is no need to overstate the 
’low’ return, ’low’ price argument 
and to draw attention away from 
other factors due to which several 
farmer families may be in eco- 
nomic trouble, tension and indebt- 
edness. Agitations based on 
overstating these issues and 
ignoring other issues related to the 
welfare of people will not succeed 
mush in resolving the real pro- 
blems, whatever be the narrow 
political objectives of such agita- 
tions. 

(Concluded) 
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Combining Diplomatic Work 
with Soda? Service 

By Bhagwant Singh Dalawari 


B elieve it or not. It is a true 
story. Nearly fourteen- 
fifteen years ago, I hap- 
pened to pass through France: I 
decided to find out if there was 
someone known to me in the 
Indian Embassy and thus came 
upon an old classfellow in the For- 
eign Service, who was then sta- 
tioned in Paris. Since I had to pass 
the weekend in Paris itself, I was 
tempted to spend it in the com- 
pany of my friend if he was free. 
When I calid him by teiephone, it 
was unbelievably warm response 
and any little hesitation, that I had 
on account of having never met 
m^^assfellow for over 30 years, 
vanished. He promised not only to 
let me go and see him and his 
family but invited me to stay the 
night with them. 

I had never known him to be a 
highly religious person although 
his tendencies were always 
towards righteousness and his 
inclinations towards the down- 
trodden were well known. I had 
expected him to be a thoroughly 
westernised Indian, fond of wealth 
and wine and engrossed in his 
Foreign Senrice elitist exclusivity. 
But no, it was a new but welcome 
experience and I enjoyed it. It was 
Satuarday morning when I shifted 
to his place ill Boulogne, a suburb 
of Paris. After lunch, we had a little 
rest and then my friend took me to 
his prayer-room. I found him a 
devout Sikh for not only did he 
read from Guru Granth Sahib for 
some time but explanied to me 
how every word from the holy 
book suggested that the only way 
to be happy was to give happiness 
to others. As he was explaining, 
the telephone bell rang and my 
friend siad it must be Madame 
Coiral, an old French lady. 

'Would you like to go for sight- 
seeing on your own or spend the 
time with him for I have to go out 
now*, said my friend sippin of the 
afternoon tea. I had been to Paris 
a number of times and had no ras- 
cination for repeating the sights- 
eeing tours. I opted to go out with 
him. He told me on the way as we 
travelled in the Metro that he was 
going to the old lady as he went 
every week to look ^er per petty 
needs and to ipand some time 
cleaning hisr utensils and her 
soiled underwears. Madame 
Coiral, as I discovered on seeing 
h iT, was an old lady of 94 living all 
alone in a 3 bedroom apartment, 
bnely but warm in company. She 
was wreathed in smiles as she 
L ')ened the door, kissed my friend 
on the bearded cheek, embraced 
him and her first sentence was: 
"When will you come again?" My 
friend introduced me to her and 
asked her to converse with me 


while he attended to her petty jobs. 

Madame Coiral told me that she 
was fascinated with her friend 
called PETIT FRERE (Little 
Brother). She told me that there 
was a society deed PETITS 
FRERES DES PAUVRES (Little 
Brothers’ Association for the Poor) 
in Paris with many branches and 
her "little borther" belonged to the 
branch in her area. Volunteers 
from all walks of life took upon 
themselves to help one or two old 
women (or couples) every week 
and provided homely company to 
these lonely humanbeings. She 
was extremely happy that her little 
brother' was an Indian Sikh. "I 
manrel", she said, "how real 
Catholic is this brother, though he 
says, he is not a Christian but his 
Guru is Guru Nanak, who is just 
like Jesus Christ." I heard all this 
feigning total ignorance about the 
fads she was telling me and went 
on enjoying this international inte- 
gration with gusto. "He usually 
comes alone every week but 
sometimes brings his wife and 
daughter and we become one 
family for a little while", she went 
on with touching familiarity, "but I 
am really ashamed that he has to 
remove my toilet pans and some- 
times wash my soiled underwears. 
Indeed I cry over this but am help- 
less. What would have I done 
without him?", she concluded. I 
was touched not because my 
friend was being praised but I felt 
elevated to witness, not the 
State-sponsored Festival of India 
in Paris but the simple Indian cul- 
ture bequeathed to us by our 
rishis. Munis, Gurus and pradised 
by Gandhiji and Vivekananda, 
being quietly projected by a simple 
human being, through a simpler 
relationship between him artd her 
French old friend. 

My friend joined us and the old 
lady beamed towards him. "Now, 
my son, you will please go to the 
next room and will find something 
to eat; both of you will eat and 
come back", said Madame Coiral 
gracefully, as she coughed 
between words. My firend said no; 
it was not fair that she should take 
this trouble. He did all the sen/ice 
form his Guru and his Guru would 
not like that he troubled the lady 
thus. And what I saw then was a 
curious healthy, warm anger on 
the old wrinkled face while here 
body endeavoured to rise from the 
bed, hold the handle of the cup- 
board beside the bed and say; "O 
villain, you would troble this old 
woman to go and fetch you the 
eatables*. My friend apologetically 
relented, went there, brought 
everything and both of us ate 
together, while her old majesty 
gladdened her heart. The old lady 


h^lbfieard that my friend was 
' ’'being transferred and she was a 
little sad but her face lit up for a 
moment when she asked; "Why 
don't you take me to India? I would 
die there in peace." My friend 
wiped his tears and said; "I wish 
I could, Madame, but God would 
certainly lodk after you." Promising 
to come next week my friend I took 
leave and while parting, the lady 
nugged him passionately and said, 
"Your Guru is Nanek, Nanek, isn’t 
it? He must be a great sagel" 

We had spent about two hours 
in the warmth of that of person and 
as we travelled in the metro back 
to Boulogne - 15 kms away - my 
friend explained that for five days 
he did his work as Attache Com- 
mercial for his livelihood, on two 
days, he fed his soul through the 
grace of his French old people. 
When he was posted to Paris, he 
was feeling lonely in that ha had 
no gurdwara and no satsangis but 
he had found a place called 
Ramakrishna Mission in Gretz, 
about 50 kms from Paris and was 
a regular visitor there. He had 
even spoken on Guru Nanak in 
French at the Mission, but ha was 
feeling restless on account of lack 
of opportunity to senre the less 
privileged. A French friend intro- 
duced the PETITS FRERES DES 
PAUVRES and since then, he had 
been albtted two homes for his 
work. He asked me if I would go 
to the other home the next day, 
Sunday, where his wife would also 
go. And since the children would 
not need the car on Sunday, they 
would go by car. For me, it was a 
strange but very pleasant specta- 
cle and I looked forward to it. 

After breakfast we drove to 
Madame Annee, about 20 kms 
from Boulogne. She was utterly 
sad, desolate and would not utter 
a word. My friend tenderly asked 
her the reason and still, she would 
not speak. All the three of us, my 
friend, his wife and myself, began 
to worry, but my friend touched the 
responsive cord. "Madame, are 
you thinking of Monsieur Annee? 
Would you like to visit the ceme- 
tery?" And with an unbelievable 
"AH", she waited to hear this offer 
to visit the <»metry, again. When 
the offer wa's repeated, she said 
to my friend, "Are you sure, I am 
not bothering you; we went there 
last week and you promised to 
take me there once a month. 
Would you really take me there 
today. Indeed I am desolate. I 
have been crying all this morning 
but I could not beleive that I can 
go there anyway." Perhaps this 
was God’s gift to her. Normally my 
friend went by metro; the car was 
available that Sunday and ha 
could offer the cematry visit to the 


old lady. As we came down from 
here fourth-floor apartment in the 
poor quartiar of Paris and the old 
lady sat in the car, she offered my 
firend the price of petrol, for we 
had-to go 35 kms away. My friend 
laughed and said affectionately, 
"Can I take money from my 
mother?" On the way, Madame 
Annee purchased fbwers for 
Francs 20 (Rs.40/-) and placed on 
the grave of her husband. It was 
a peaceful fact that returned from 
the grave and she warmly thanked 
my friend. 

While we were driving back from 
the cemetry, Madame Annee 
explained how my friend used to 
help Monsieur Annee for two 
years every week in giving him 
exercises for being able to walk. 
Hera husbarKi had been paralysed 
for some time but had recovered 
and had to be helped to exercise 
his muscles. Then she remem- 
bered how the "petit frere" (little 
brother) had reached on learning 
about the death of her husband 
and how he had helped her 
recover from her grief. The only 
possiblitity of her contact with her 
husband (in the cemetry) was this 
friend who took here there every 
month. 

For me it was an unusual exper- 
ience to watch this French lady 
and the one 1 met the day before 
see such oneness with this Sikh 
friend of mine. In my curiosity to 
know further I drew some details 
from my friend’s wife. She told me 
that her husband was no longer 
intrested in staying abroad and 
had wanted to remain immersed in 
prayers and work in India one 
more term so that they could build 
their career. He had reluctantly 
agreed but his mind remained 
attached to the sen/ice of human- 
ity, although he did his work satist- 
factorily. My freiend took over from 
here and said that in a way he was 
doing the same work as he did in 
the Embassy. On a personal level, 
as a messenger of humanity, he 
was trying to fulfil his commitment 
to humanity in terms of the mes- 
sage of Guru Gobind Singh : 
MANAS KE JAAT SABHE EKE 


PEHCHANBO (Recognise whole 
human race as of one caste.). 

When I asked my friend whether 
this did not interfere with his work, 
he smiled and asked whether 
humanitarian interest in other 
humanbeings would ever interfere 
with one’s work. He said it had 
been his proud privilege to prove 
to himself and to the noble French 
ladies and Monisieur Annee that 
humanity indeed was One. He 
recalled how he had been plead- 
ing with the organisers to provid'». 
for their spiritual strength in aef^ 
tion to what they did materially for 
them. The Petit Freres Des Pauv- 
res looked after the old people in 
almost every sphere from the 
material point of view including 
provision of personal services, 
television sets, annual vacation, 
occasional dinner-and-dance func- 
tions and excursions. The net 
result was that the old people 
remained as dissatisfied and 
lonely in their hearts as without 
assistance from the Petits Freres. 
The organisers had explained to 
my friedn that they were intention- 
ally not talking about religion or 
spirituality because some people 
were allergic to this kind of 
approach. However, my friend 
said he had found it useful to der^ 
with his "charges" on a humanilil^ 
ian level without regard for mater- 
ial support. He had tried to chisel 
in them the need to think of their 
Loard in their bnliness and to 
dwell on their inner strength in 
addition to their material attach- 
ments. 

My friend has since left his job 
and now works for leprosy 
patients. He remembers the bies- 
sings of those French contacts in 
his new work and prays that if we 
were to work more as human 
beings than mechanical workers in 
our respective jobs, we would be 
able to try to build a more comfort- 
able world. We would then be able 
to leave the a world a little more 
pleasant than we found it on our 
birth. This is the Grace of God in 
Practice and woukf not be an 
empty ritual. 


And now electric Pollution 


S cientists may soon have a 
new pollution problem to 
worry about: the extensive 
contamination of the atmosphera 
by electric fields. 

There were indications that 
electric fields could be harmful to 
the human body. Dr. D.B. Jadava, 
a senior scientist from the Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology, 
told an international conference on 


tropical air pollution and micro- 
meteorology here yesterday. 


Strong electric fields arise in the 
vicinity of common electrical appli- 
ances like televisions receivers, 
high tension cables, electric type- 
writers and even fluorescent 
lamps. Dr Jadava Said. 
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Culture in a Trim Packet 


P unjabi Academy is literally 
swaying the Punjabi Cul- 
tural scene in delhi. 
Nothing happens in Punjabi, in 
Delhi, now without the direct and 
major participation of the Punjabi 
Academy. With its large funds and 
extensive organisational infra- 
structure ‘Punjabi’ events are now 
taking place at elite venues like 
India International Centre, 
Kamani, Triveni and Ficci. English 
speaking members of the genteel 
classes assemble at these places 
and giggle and clap in typical Vic- 
torian ways. 

The Academy has succeeded in 
crowding the Punjabi cultural 
scene. However, many a times its 
success is under-cut by sheer 
mediocrity that often dominates. 
^ The excellent is easily lost in the 
melee. 

The Finest Feather 

R ecently, the finest 
feather in the Academy's 
cap may be sponsoring 
the production of an outstanding 
play. M.K> Raina directed the 
Punjabi adaptation of Brecht’s 
Play 'The Caucasian Chalk Circle’ 
under the title ‘Parayee Kohh’. By 
casting noble class characters into 
actors whose Punjab pronuncia- 
tion was not natural, and assign- 
ing the role of commoners to those 
actors who could speak Punjabi 
unaffectedly, Haina almost suc- 
ceeded in converting his physical 
, ^limiations into a strength, because 
^ ^the affected intoation of the lan- 
guage by the upper classes 
becomes an inbuilt ironic comment 
in the play, as also a measure of 
the distance between the rules 
and the ruled. 

Raina has the sense of a 
painter and a sculptor too, when 
he composes his scenes. The 
calours, lights, costumes fluid 
and frozen movements, and the 
stage space are so well orga- 
nised by him that every scene 
gives the impression of being 
carved. The play is narrated 


with a series of scenes to which 
the singing chorus draws our 
attention pointedly. The paly 
develops through the principle 
of precise construction which is 
soon dissolved. We are con- 
stantly drawn into the world of 
the play and than thrown out of 
It, breaking all dramatic Illusion, 
the chorus plays a vital role In 
It. Sitting on a platform which 
projects out Into the auditorium, 
it is a bridge between the stage 
and the audience. The main 
singer, Madan Gopal, did an 
excellent job with his full 
throated singing which yet 
remained dramatic. His ges- 
tures, his total demeanour and 
approach served the dramatic 
design. He sang with conviction 
and his song forced us to look 
for meaning in the play by stim- 
ulating our thought rather than 
muffling us In whipped up sen- 
timents. 

Suflana Kalam 

A t India International 
Centre we had Puran 
Chand Vadali who sang 
sufi-poetry with his usual verve on 
the 8th. His ‘Jugni’ in the manner 
of Sindi Kari (using Hat’ the way 
Alan Fekir has done in the cas- 
sette from Pakistan) draw good 
applause. Mohammed Sharif on 
this day and Irshad Rehmat on the 
next day regaled the house with 
their ‘Quawalis’. The choicest 
versus of Bulleh Shah and Shah 
Hussain added special thematic 
charm to their singing.' Also on the 
second day, we had Gurnam 
Singh who demonstrated his good 
voice-culture while rendering 
‘Gurbani Kirtan’, Sufi-songs and 
Bahu’s dohre’ 

Folk Music 

T he youth of Punjab danced 
and sang to the youth of 
Delhi at Talktora Stadium in 
an Intervaristy Folk Dance and 
songs competition on Feb. 12 & 
13. The ‘bhangra’ of the Panjab 
University Chandigarh boys cast a ^ 


spell on the large five thousand 
strong audience. Their opening 
sequence had a lyrical fluidity 
despite a strong dramatic contour. 

They danced to intricate rhythms 
that naturally flowed and ebbed. 
They were able to maintain a 
sense of ease even in very heavy 
and risky body-postures. And, they 
danced with joy, a degree of 
freshness that knew ho bourtds. 

On the 15th we had tha graal 
folk voice of Punjab - RaslMMl 
- on the same stage. Unforti^ 
nately, tha large section of ttia 
Delhi youth failed to relate to tha 
content as also to tha quality of 
her voice. Tha first half waa, 
therefore, very disturbing with 
unnecessary movement In the 
auditorium making it difficult for 
one and all to get into the spirit 
of music. The second half, how- 
ever, redeemed Itself because 
just about a thousand lovers of 
the music of their soil remained 
to savour every drop of this 
majestic music of utter simplic- 
ity. 

The Seminars 

T he seminars of the Aca- 
demy are a rush-job. The 
sessions are crowded with 
papers. Very little time for free dis- 
cussion remains. They become 
ritual occasions for saying ‘hello’ 
to friends in self-congratulatory 
tenor. Such was the fate of the 
seminar on National Integration 
and Higher Education co-hosted 
by the Punjabi Academy and the 
Punjab State University Text book 
Board. The important things said 
at this seminar had nothing to do 
with defining national integration, 
or making higher education per- 
form this task. The scholars 
assembled, as if implicitly, 
believed in the futility of the juxta- 
position. They, therefore, went on 
to expose the ugly role of the pol- 
itician in raking up non-issues and 
enmeshing one and all in the 
same to sap their energy and thus 
to perpetuate his own mis-rule. 



B.S. Rattan 



poem at Kavi Darbsa’j 


Dr, Prabhjote Kaur reciting her 


In his key note address [)r Amrik 
Singh identified over-centraisation 
and the short-term-gain polciy of 
the unscruplous politician as the 
major evils of our polity today. He 
did not find any sense in wasting 
time on the main thesis of the sem- 
inar. The success of the seminar 
was precisely in its failure in not 
being able to develop any thrust in 
terms ot its proposed theme, 
because it was realized, tacitly 
though, that National Integration is 
a social, economic and utimately 
political matter with which higher 
education may have, at best, only 
a very marginal and indirect rela- 
tion. infact, if education is con- 
sciously oriented to serve national 
integration - a concept which is so 
vague - it is more likely to harm 
than help, as this plank may be 
used by many to distort subvert or 
hide facts. Interestingly enough 
higher education had been offi- 
cially identified with literature, reli- 
gion, philosophy, language, 
fine-arts only. Physical sciences 
were completely left out of its pur- 
view !! 

Moments of Lucidity 


when Dr. Jaswant Singh Neki 
spoke sfbout the physhology of vio- 
lence. This, he said, grows out of 
a sense of isolation which 
emerges when a people are made 
to lose faith in justice by being por- 
trayed in terms of "negative ster- 
eotypes". This is what is being 
done to the Sikhs at present, who 
have contributed so much to the 
development both of India and 
Punjab. By destorying them in 
Punjab, India’s interest was being 
jeopardised, he warned. Scholars 
like Dr. Prem Singh made us 
aware of the dangers of the elitist 
approach towards language. Dr. 
Attar Singh Said that a major con- 
fusion in this country has resulted 
from the failure of Hindi to take the 
place of English. Our ruling elite 
have never really wanted it. They 
have cleverly framed the issue of 
Hindi versus regional languages 
merely to cling on to English them- 
selves because of the clear mater- 
ial and power-r ains it brings them. 
The need to h' e right perspective 
and honest ajective approach 
towards histc was highlighted by 
Prof. Moonis laza. Dr. S.M. Khan 
and Mr. Bhisham Sahni. 


T he seminar did reach 
moments of lucidity at 
times such as the one 



From an etching by Jose Guadalupe Posada 
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India’s Endless 
Diversity 


derness In a unique strain. The 
political and social awakening 
of recent decades has projected 
to the fore-front of the literary 
scene serveral gifted Muslim 
writers. May I refer to Valkom 
Mohammed Basheer, the Ines- 
tlmabia communicator of the 
power and beauty of Muslim 
myth and ritual? 


Islam 

T he gainful participation of 
Islam in various other 
facets of life in Kerala is a 
fit subject of research and study by 
the Chair that is being instituted 
today. The keen interest evinced 
by various Muslim voluntary agen- 
cies in hastening the pace of edu- 
cational progress is symbolic of 
the urge to obliterate communal 
divisions and ensure equal and 
enthusiastic participation in social 
and economic progress. The 
present venture of the Federation 
of Muslim Colleges once again 
underlines this impulse. The cul- 
ture which flowered in the arid 
deserts of Arabia has been suc- 
cessfully transplanted in the rich 
soil of Kerala. 

Over a thousand years, the 
Muslim community has made 
weighty contributions to Indian 


Continued from page 5 

society and culture. History bears 
testimony to the fact that the rise 
of Islamic learning and scholarship 
opened the floodgates of intellec- 
tual exchanges between several 
regions like Arbia, Iran, India, 
Europe and China. If Alberuni 
speaks of the impact of Indian 
science on Arab knowledge, from 
our own experience we know of 
the fresh impulse Indian civilization 
received through Islam in fields as 
diverse as philosophy, poetry,, 
music, art, architecture and crafts. 
The process of interaction and 
crossfertilisation made a beneficial 
impression on our social and polit- 
ical development and also led to 
a burgeoning of trade and com- 


Like other great and enlightened 
guides of mankined. Prophet 
Mohammad and the message of 
God in the Koran belong to no one 
pople, no one race but to the 
whole human family. Islamic pre- 
cepts give primary importance to 
the pursuit of knowledge. I quote: 
"He who leaves his home in 
search of knowledge walks in the 
path of God. he who acquires it in 
the way of the Lord performs an 
act of piety. He who iVnparts it to 
others performs an act of devotion 
to God." 


Rs. 1227.11 Crores for Delhi 
in 1988-89 Budget 


Addressing a Press Confer- 
ence, Shri Jag Parvesh Chandra, 
Chief Executive Concillor told the 
Press that the Budget of the Union 
Territory of Delhi for 1988-89, 
which is a part of the Central 
Budget presented in Parliament 
has a combined plan and non-plan 
provision of Rs. 1227.11 crores. 
On the plan side, Rs.585 crores 
have been made available for var- 
ious developmental programmes 
compared to the approved outlay 
of Rs.541.34 crores for 1987-88. 
The per capita plan expenditure in 
Delhi is the highest in the country 
and would go upto Rs. 700 in 
1988-89 as against the national 
average of about Rs. 250 per 
capita. This is almost more than 
the double of the national per 
capita plan expenditure, he 
observed. 

He told the Press that in confir- 
mity with the needs and priorities 
of the National Capital, the high- 
est allocation on the plan side for 
1988-89 have, been made for 
important sectors as listed below;- 
In view of the commitment of the 
Administration to the welfare of 
weaker sections, Shri Chandra 
said, highest priorities have been 
accorded to programmes for their 
welfare by earmarking an outlay of 
Rs. 1 52.75 crores for the 20 Point 
programmes against the allocation 
of Rs. 140.41 crores for 1987-88. 
this includes a provision of Rs. 
25.95 crores proposed for the 


in this connection, Shri Chandra 
gave the salient details for the fol- 
lowing: 

Against the approved outlay of 
Rs. 173.02 crores for 1987-88, an 
amount of Rs. 182 crores has 
been allocated for 1988-89. The 
major chunk of the approved 
outlay is earmarked for the 
modernisation and expansion of. 
'Transmission and Distribution 
System, Shri Chandra informed. 
An amount of Rs. 48 crores has 
been provided for completion of 
works on Gas Turbines and Raj- 
ghat Thermal Power Station. All 
the six units of the Gas Turbines 
were commissioned in 1986-87. 
The provision in 1987-88 is for 
modifications in Turbines Com- 
bustion Chambers in order to uti- 
lise Natural Gas in place of High 
speed Diesal/Naptha. Delhi Elec- 
tric Supply Undertaking’s own 
Power Generation Capacity will be 
increased by 135 MW during 
1988-89 with the replacement of 
Rajghat Thermal Power Units. In 
order to further augment its own 
sources a new project for istalla- 
tion of 3 Waste Heat Recovery 
Units of 26.75 MW each will be 
added to the existing gas turbines 


Sector 

Energy 

Housing and Urban Development 
Transport 

Water supply and sanitation 
Education 

Medical and Public HeaHh 


Rs. In 
corres 
182 
83 
80.05 
71.27 
49.30 
43 


He indicated that the agency-wise break-up of the Plan outlay for imple- 
mentation of the Plan programmes was as follows: 


Sector/Agency 

Delhi Administration 
Muncipal Corporation of Delhi 
(General Wing) 

Delhi Electric Supply Undertaking 

Water Supply & Sewage Disposal Undertaking 

New Delhi Muncipal Committee 

Delhi Development Authority (Slum Wing) 

Delhi Development Authority (Main) 


Rs. in 
crores 
15,1.92 
98.72 

170.00 

63.51 

33.61 

27.79 

12.45 


for which an outlay of Rs. 10 
crores has been provided. After 
completion of these units, the cost 
of power generation from the Gas 
Turbines will be reduced consi- 
derably. 

The prestigious bridge across 
Yamuna River at ISBT started by 
the Administration is in the last 
phase of completion for which an 
cutlay of Rs. 5.2&crores has been 


sanctioned for 1 988-89. The 
bridge over Railway line connect- 
ing S.P. Mukherjee Marg with 
Azad Market is almost complete. 
The widening of Lothian Bridge i'"^ 
also in brisk progress. An amounr^ 
of Rs.2.10 crores has been pro- 
vided for medernization of infra- 
structure for certification of road 
worthiness of vehicles and inspec- 
tion pit. 
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Socio Economic Development of 
Scheduled Caste Families. An 
outlay of Rs.40.08 crores has 
been provided for the Minimum 
Needs Programmes for incurring 
expenditure on Elementary Edu- 
cation (Rs. 25.93 crores). Rural 
Water Supply and Sanitation (Rs. 
1 .93 crores). House sites for land- 
less labourers (Rs. 0.40 crores), 
Enviornmental improvement in 
Slum areas (Rs. 6.00 crores) and 
Nutrition (Rs. 5.82 crores). 

The year 1 988-89 being the 4th 
year of the Seventh Five Year Plan 
1985-90, the priority has, of 
course, been accorded, Shri 
Chandra said, to provide sufficient 
funds for the on going schemes so 
that benefits from them start accru- 
ing soon. However, new schemes 
and projects have also been 
incorporated in the plan for exam- 
ple: Construction of second ISBT 
at Sarai Kale Khan near Nizamud- 
din, construction of a new bridge 
over the river Yamuna parallel of 
the existing ITO bridge, installation 
of Waste Heat Recovery Units for 
power generation, establishment 
of Women’s Development Corpo- 
ration, setting up of a Drug Abuse 
Prevention Coordination Unit and 
Cooperative Bazar Complex. 

While the Administration has 
included some new schemes, the 
focus will continue to be on the 
accelerated implementation of 
continuing - plan schemes, the 
Chief Executive Councillor stated. 
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dismay that their votes had been Unprecedented 
cast. This development appears ^ 
interesting in view of the Presi- 

dent's claim with a sense of bra- ^^^he March 3 election had 
vado before polling day that the I been unprecedented 
credibility of an election did not ^ sense that the Parli- 

depend on political parties but "on 3ment, the dissolution of which 
the the participation of the people caused the election had the 
and its acceptability to the people" shortest tenure in the history of 
' Bangladesh. The first parliamen- 

Like the urban voters, the rural PoU was held on March 7, 
ones took on interest in the polling. ^ resultant parliament 

Apparently it was not entirely due continued in existence till the 
to support for the Opposition par- murder of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
ties. Peoole by and large wish to 1975. The political upheavals 
avoid violence and the violeint epi- that followed necessitated the 
sodes of the last parliamentary poll second parliamentary election on 
were suff icient to make them with- February 18. 1979. Whereas the 
draw. To cap it all, the atmosphere first election had given a massive 
of protest and violence prevailing mandate to Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
this time for several months was man’s Awami League, the second 
more than enough to make the saw General Zia’s Bangladesh 
I thapaople disinterested in this elec- Nationalist Party emerging as the 
" toral exercise. Whatever the claim ruling Party. The third parliamen- 
of the government or the ruling tary poll of May 7, 1986 brought a 
party, participation was quite heartening victory to President 
negligible. And this challenges the Ershad’s Jatiya Party, the charges 
legitimacy of the poll as well as the of rigging notwithstanding. But all 
victory of the ruling party therein, the same, the third Jatiya Sangsad 
The Jatiya Party has won seats in had a strong opposition in the form 
the Jatiya Sangsad but has lost its of Sheikh Hasina Wajed’s Awami 
credibility - a paradox, but a truism! League and other left parties, apart 

What more proof of the absence of credibility 
of the poll results is needed than the fact that the 
country had to go without any newspaper on 
March 5, as the government had proscribed the 
publication of any news-analysis pertaining to the 
poll? 

Credibility from the Jamaat-e-Islami. 

^ A A If hat more proof of the Whither Bangladesh 

\m\m absence of credibility of 
W W the poll results is 

needed than the fact that the coun- Ik I qw the question is where 
try had to go without any newspa- l\l does Bangladesh go from 

per on March 5, as the | here? The modus ope- 

government had proscribed the randi of the conduct of the recently 
publication of any news-analysis held parlimentary election and the 
pertaining to the poll? result thereof, if anything, have 

increased the confrontatbn of the 
Undeniably, the election of opposition with the President and 
March 3 could be called unprec- there appears to be no sign of its 
edented in npore than one sense, abatement, if the capacity of the 
First, it was unprecedented on the Opposition in terms of mobilization 
basis of voters; participation Never jg gpy indication, the Opposition 
before such serious doubts were seems to be standing on a firm 
raised about people's participation ground. In fact, it is surprising that 
in the preceding 3 parliamentary (he Opposition has be6n able to 
polls in the country. Secondly, the people with them since 

never before the mainsteram July 1987 -when the first strike at 
Opposition had boycotted the par- national level was launched - and 
liamentary pall to this extent. In rnore precisely since November 1 0 
fact, the election had been ordered (when the Siege of Dhaka was a 
by President Ershad to dilute the grand success). In between some 
pressure of these Opposition par- 200 people died and thousands 
ties calling for his resignation from were injured. If the Opposition 
the presidency. It is altogether a p>ersitswrth its demand for the res- 

different matter that instead of ignation of General Ershad, the 

resigning himself he sought to government may come out with a 

seek a solution to the political ^and and that might natur- 

crisis through the parliamentary ,33^ to the intervention by the 
election. Perhaps. Ershad was army in the politics of Bangladesh, 

quite hopef ul of creating a dent in again be a sad day for 

the otherwise united opposition, even the farcial democratic system 

And he was not trying to achieve qj Bangladesh. Worse still is the 

something impossible, for he had rumour that this time the army is 

succeeded in doing so during the divided over its role in the politics 

Mary 1986 parliamentary poll. of Bangladesh. Should this be a 

reality and should the inten/ention 
of the army become a possibility, 
Bangladesh would witness some 
kind of a civil war. 



On his part General Ershad has extent even for Begum Khaleda ical opponents, 
given some indication of resorting Zia, whose justification in remain- 

to the policy of divide et mpera. ing with the Opposition might How successful General Era- 
Immediately after the announce- become difficult. On the other shad would be in his mission 
ment of poll results, he stated that hand, by relasing two vocal oppo- remains to be seem. But what 
he would make every effort to nents, S.H. Chowdhury, President seems certain is that Bangladeshi 
make Islam and stats religion of of the Bangladesh Bar Associa- politics has become more uncer- 
Bangladesh and the New Jatiya tion, and Faiz Ahmad, the man tain. How bng this uncertainty 
Sangsad, according to him, would who was largely instrumental in would countinue is a question of 
make necessary constitutional bringing together Hasina and Kha- 9>'aat significance and relevance, 
amendment in this regard. Obvi- leda and is a noted journalist of but immensely difficulty to be ans- 
ously this would create an embar- Bangaldesh, General Ershad has wered. 
rassing situation for the tried to show that he can become 
Jamaat-e-lslami and to some accommodative vis-a-vis his polit- 
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FORUM 


BANGLADESH: ONE MORE 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION 


A t long last Bangladesh 
went to the polls on March 
3 to elect 283 n>embers of 
the 300 elective members of the 
one-Chamber Parliament - the 
Jatiya Sangsad. 1 6 members - all 
belonging to the ruling Jatiya 
Party-had already been declared 
elected unopposed and polling in 
one constituency had been coun- 
termanded because of one can- 
didate's death. The uncertainty 
and violence that had precede and 
surrounded the polling had raised 
the question whether the polling 
will tM held at all. 

In fact, many observers had 
thought that the polling will be 
postponed, they had based their 
analysis on the fact that the 21 
main Opposition parties of the 
country - the 8-party alliance of 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed, the 7-party 
alliance of Khaleda Zia and the 5 
left parties and the fundamentalist 
Jamaat-e- Islam i - had all boycot- 
ted the election and had in fact 
been mobilizing the people to 
pressurize General Ershad to. 
tender his resignation. Though b^ 
Shifting the polling day from Feb- 
ruary 28 to March 3 Gneral Ershad 
had shown some resilience, it 
seemed obvious that he would not 
postpone the election indefinitely. 
For he had categorically stated 
that it was not for him to persuade 
the Opposition parties to partici- 
pate in the poll. 

The Question 

A number of questions natur- 
ally arise In this context. Wl^at 
were the election results? What 
WM the percentage of the 
paopli who participated In the 
eleetton of March 3? Could this 
election be called unprece- 


dented In the politics of Bangla- | 
desh, If so how? What sort of 
politics Is likely emerge In ban- 
gladesh after this election? 
These are questions that call for 
answers to enable anyone to 
understand the politics of Ban- 
gladesh properly. 

As for the electoral rsults, we 
have already seen that elections 
were held for 283 seats. Out of 
these 4 constituencies will go to 
the polls again, as the Election 
Commission has accepted the 
charge of irregulaties there. The 
jatiya Party has got the distinction 
of getting 222 seats of these, and, 
as already mentioned, it had 
secured 16 seats unopposed. 
Thus the Party has got 238 of the 
total seats, accounting for 79.33% 
of the total elective seats. Put dif- 
ferently, the Jatiya Party has 
obtained three fourth of seats in 
Pariiament. Any ruling Party 
shouid have reasons to rejoice 
over such a grand victory. 


Conduction Polls 


B ut other questions that 
follow this happening are 
what was the percentage 
of the people participating' in the 
poll and how was the poll con- 
ducted. Answers to these ques- 
tions would amount to 
commenting on the credibility of 
the election of March 3. The Home 
Minister of the Ershad Govern- 
ment has boasted that 50% of the 
voters participated in the eiectbn. 
Should this be true, it would con- 
tribute tremendously to be credi- 
bility of the election. But most of 
the 65 foreign correspondents 
-who had been given visas espe- 
cially to watch the eie ct ton-have 





'4 


stated ihat they did not seen any 
voter casting any vote anywhere 
in bangladesh. Generally it is 
stated that only 1% of the voters 
exercised their franchise. At sev- 
eral polling booths poll had con- 
cluded within 4 hours of its 
beginning. At several other polling 
booths the supporters workers of 
the Jatiya Party had filled in ballots 
into the ballot boxes within two 
hours of the beginning of the poll. 
Several voters - who could muster 
courage to reach their polling 
booth - came to learn to their 

Continued on page 15 
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A number of questions naturally arise in this 
context. What were the election results? What was 
the percentage of the people who participated in 
the election of March 3? Could this election be 
called unprecedented in the politics of Bangla- 
desh, if so how? What sort of politics is likely 
emerge In bangladesh after this election? These 
are questions that call for answers to enable 
anyone to understand the politics of Bangladesh 
properly. 
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